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TN, Odisha and West Bengal remain far behind on issues of adhering to 
quality control norms required by the importers: Mr. K . Thirupathi Rajan

(Interview Continued)
Sagar Sandesh: The Union Cabinet 

has recently cleared the export policy 
for agricultural products and has set an 
ambitious  export target of sixty billion 
US dollars per year in the next three years 
and one hundred billion US dollars in five 
years time.  The position on the ground 
is that our agricultural exports have come 
down to 38 billion US dollars during the 
last financial year from 40 billion US 
Dollars per year five years ago. In this 
context the ambitious target of 60 billion 
US Dollars is realistic and achievable? If 
it is a realistic target how do you go about 
achieving it?

Mr. K . Thirupathi Rajan: The 100 
billion dollar export target for agricultural 
commodities exports is achievable if the 

farming community cooperates on quality 
issues demanded by the importers.

 The industries in North and Western 
India are fully geared to take up the 
challenge. States like Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka have also caught on. But states 
Tamil Nadu, Odisha and West Bengal 
remain laggard and far behind on issues of 
adhering to quality control norms required 
by the importers.

 The mills processing groundnuts in 
Gujarat and Maharashtra are conscious of 
apolotoxin (fungus level) in peanuts and 
have set up processing units to remove 
them so that importers have no problems. 
But farmers who grow them in Cuddalore 
or Puducherry as well as the millers are 
blissfully ignorant of these standards. 
They do not fulfill the import country 
norms on removal of fungus from peanut 
and hence their consignments often get 
rejected.

The government agency APEDA has 
set a norm that only those peanuts which 
go through the processing for removal of 
fungus are qualified for exports.

Consequently, we the traders from 
Tamil Nadu are forced to buy peanuts 
from Gujarat and Maharashtra to export 
them through Mundra Port to avoid the 
consignment getting rejected based on 
quality.

The same is the case with non basmati 
rice. While the growers and millers in 
North and Western India are aware of 
the need to confirm to pesticide residue 
norms, awareness in Tamil Nadu is low. 
The farmers and millers have not even 
heard about issue of pesticide residue 
coming in the way of exports.
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Wednesday, January 02, 2019

Editor speaks...
Quality control norms are 

most significant guidelines for 
the exporters from India.  It 
is rather unpleasant and also 
painful to hear Mr. Thirupathi 
Rajan pointing out that the 
exporters from Tamil Nadu 
seem to attach less significance 
to these quality control norms. 
To improve trade particularly 
in the international market, 
conforming to these quality 
control norms is a must 
and being indifferent to it 
or even partial conformity 
means being indifferent to the 
prosperity of the region, to 
the very interests of the trade. 
Export forms the backbone of 
the national economy . See 
what Mr Thiruppathi Rajan 
says: 

“While the growers and 
millers in North and Western 
India are aware of the need to 
confirm to pesticide residue

norms, awareness in Tamil 
Nadu is low. The farmers 
and millers have not even 
heard about issue of pesticide 
residue coming in the way of 
exports.”

It is really a matter of 
pride for Tamil Nadu that 
Virudhunagar has proved 
efficient in achieving the 
top slot in the rankings of 
the Aspirational Districts, 
a programme the Centre 
launched to goad the less 
productive districts into action 
and performance.  

The GST Council is doing 
a committed task of upgrading 

GST in the sense making it 
more acceptable by more  
and more people of the  
country;  its pragmatic 
approach, taking into 
consideration the genuine 
difficulties of the traders 
into account and quickly 
and efficiently addressing 
them. The goal of the GST 
Council is clear: to reduce the 
categories to the minimum 
thereby establishing justice 
to those who need it, thus 
reflecting a keen sense of 
social responsibility. FM Arun 
Jaitley warns: Irresponsible 
politics and irresponsible 
economics is only a race to 
the bottom.” 

It is exciting to know that 
soon ISRO will be ready to 
send three Indian astronauts 
to space for seven days; it 
showcases to the world India’s 
ability to register its footprint 
in space science.

US President Donald 
Trump has attacked 
globalization; but, 
interestingly it has had a 
paradoxical effect on world 
trade flows. A rush to get 
ahead of new and higher 
tariffs, particularly on U.S. 
imports from China, has 
motivated retailers and other 
American companies to 
increase orders, which has 
helped boost volumes at the 
country’s ports. 

Wishing you an interesting 
and informative reading, and 
with warm regards.

(To be continued...)
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European standards on the presence of pesticide 
residue is restricted to 0.01 mg per kilogram of non 
basmati rice While the industry from north and 
western parts of the country generally confirm to 
the standards,  the millers from Tamil Nadu have a 
residue content of 0.05 Mg per kilo and hence their 
consignment gets rejected.  Chilli exports from this 
region also suffer from fungus issues.

The Agricultural export promotion agencies of 
the government like APEDA are active in Gujarat 
and Maharashtra and educate the local farmers but 
their presence in southern India is minimal. They 
have an office in Bengaluru to cover entire southern 
India.

Instead of educating farmers on export quality 
issues, the farm export development boards run 
by the government are concentrating on banning 
agricultural products that do not qualify for exports. 
They must give up this negative attitude and educate 
farmers and make them aware of quality standards 
expected of them by the importers.

For a change officials of the Indian Oil seeds 
Export Council descended on Tiruchirapalli last 
year to educate the farmers of the region about 
the need to remove fungus from peanut crop using 
processing methods. Hardly when the session got 
started, farmers resorted to infighting on local 
issues and the session was abruptly called off.

The farmers in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka 
have progressed in both quality control and storage 
technologies required for exports.  Guntur region in 
Andhra Pradesh, one of the largest growing centers 
for chillies, has a large number of cold storage units 
to store them.

Chillies are grown in the state only in three 
months in a year during April May June in AP and 

they are stored in cold chains and dispatched for 
exports throughout the year.

Coffee is grown in Karnataka for three months 
from January to March. But the farmers store them 
for a year and keep the continuity in   exports.

The Mandi system for disposing agricultural 
commodities is active in both northern and western 
parts of the country. The farmers get remunerative 
prices through the process of auctioning their 
products in these Mandis.

Barring turmeric (Erode) and Cardamom(Bodi), 
the Mandi system is totally absent in Tamil Nadu. 
Consequently the farmers are squeezed by the 
middle men who offer distress prices. Since 
agriculture is a losing proposition the Generation 
Next among farmers in the state are not keen on 
continuing farm activities.

 Coconut export from Tamil Nadu was doing 
well till a few years ago when production was hit 
by successive droughts and prices went up by 300 
per cent. Tamil Nadu lost its competitive edge in 
the international market due to competition from 
Indonesia, Thailand and Sri Lanka.

India can do well in pulses export now that the 
production has exceeded consumption by three 
million tons this year following the state support 
for growing this cereal for the last four years. The 
country faced a severe shortage of pulses a few 
years ago and was importing them from Myanmar, 
Canada, Australia and Argentina.

SS: Government clamps down on exports on 
the slightest hint of inflationary pressure to protect 
consumer’s interest. Export of onions and sugar 
gets abruptly disrupted when domestic prices go 
up. The government acts swiftly and bans exports. 
How has this trend affected your credibility as 
reliable supplier in the international market?

Mr. K.TR:  Since we have a basket of 
agricultural products for exports we are not 
affected. As a policy we do not deal in onions and 
other commodities whose exports get periodically 
affected due to domestic market pressures. We 
do however cater to the needs of individual 
importers in case of onions. Our company had 
done exceedingly well in coffee exports last year 
facing severe competition from Brazil, Vietnam, 
Columbia and Indonesia. We exported nearly three 
hundred tons of coffee last year.

Groundnut processing plant

TN, Odisha and West Bengal remain..

Nitin Gadkari lays foundation stone of 
11 projects for Yamuna rejuvenation

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari 
on Thursday (27 December 

2018) laid the foundation stone 
of 11 projects for Yamuna 
Rejuvenation under Namami 
Gange Programme in New Delhi.

Speaking on the occasion, 
Mr Gadkari said the water 
quality in Ganga has improved 
substantially. 

Minister for Water Resources, 
River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation said his Ministry 
is taking the initiative to increase 
the flow of the Yamuna River. 

He also stated that the air 
pollution and water pollution that 
affects Delhi will soon be gotten 
rid of. 

A total of 11 projects have 
been taken up under Namami 
Gange Programme by National 
Mission for Clean Ganga 
(NMCG) to conserve the River 
Yamuna in Delhi. Most of the 
projects are for the sewerage 
infrastructure and are at various 
stages of implementation. These 
projects under Yamuna Action 
Plan (YAP) III are located in 
three drainage zones namely 
Kondli, Rithala and Okhla in 
Delhi.

The current sewage 
generation for Delhi city is about 
327 crore liters per day against 
the existing treatment capacity of 
276 crore liters per day.

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

The water quality in Ganga 
has improved substantially: 
Minister Gadkari
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