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The Rail connectivity issue needs to be looked into if the 
East Coast ports have to get adequate cargo: S. Narasimhan

( Contd from the previous issue) 
Sagar Sandesh: The Ports situated 

in the West Coast especially in Gujarat 
and Maharashtra are flourishing while the 
ones in the East coast are working only 
fifty per cent of their capacity. What kind 
of railway infrastructure is required to  
connect East coast ports with Central India 
and the National Capital Region which have 
emerged as manufacturing centers of the 
country? 

Mr.S Narasimhan: The rail connectivity 
from West coast ports and their hinterland 
have improved substantially over the years. It 
will get further boost when the Mumbai Delhi 
Dedicated Freight Corridor is commissioned. 
All industrial investments in the country are 
going towards Western India because of this 
infrastructure.

Congestion in some of the East Coast 
ports like Chennai have also contributed to 
Shipping lines moving to the West Coast. 
There was a time when Ninety five per cent 
of the cargo meant for Hyderabad or Nagpur 
used to go via the East Coast ports. Now 
one hundred per cent of the cargo, meant for 
Central India, is moving through West Coast 
ports

The only way to reverse the trend is to 
improve the rail connectivity between East 
Coast ports and their hinterland.

The government is talking of Chennai 
Bengaluru Industrial Corridor for quite 
some time. But the proposed corridor unlike 
the one between Mumbai and Delhi has no 
Dedicated railway track for freight. The 

same is the case between Visakhapatnam and 
Chennai Industrial Corridor. 

Karnataka government is building a 
Multi Modal park on the proposed Chennai 
Bengaluru Industrial Corridor about sixty 
kilometers from Bengaluru. However the 
Park has no rail connectivity. The Park 
cannot be called Multi Modal unless there is 
rail connectivity.

The Rail connectivity issue needs to be 
looked into if the East Coast ports have to get 
adequate cargo. We have taken up the issue 
with the government several times at various 
meetings.

SS: The Direct Port Delivery of imports 
and Direct Port Entry of exports (delivery of 
cargo from the port to the factory premises 
with Minimum customs intervention) have 
taken off in a big way thanks to encouragement 
from the Customs. In the changed supply 
chain scenario in the handling of EXIM 
cargo, will not the role of Container Freight 
Stations and Inland Container Depots become 
redundant? Do CFS and ICDs have to change 
their business model and diversify into areas 
like Ware Housing and Cold Storage?

Mr.S N: The Government has eased the 
Customs clearance part through direct port 
delivery of imports and direct port entry of 
exports. The clearance time has been brought 
down drastically, to a minimum level. Hence 
these schemes of delivery have taken off from 
major Ports in a big way. The government has 
set a target for major ports to achieve at least 
forty per cent of the total turn-over through 
DPD and DPI. Some ports like Chennai have 
exceeded the target by achieving forty five 
per cent last month. The scheme is good for 
the Client.

But some customers other than big clients 
like Ford or Hyundai, especially on the 
MSME sector have space constraints to store 
cargo. They don’t have space in their factory 
premises to receive imports directly. Because 
of this problems, even Customs cleared DPD 
containers which could have directly gone to 

the factory premises, land up in Container 
Freight Stations for storage. So there is a big 
shift in the pattern of cargo flowing into CFS 
and ICDs.

They not only handle directly imported 
containers, but also customs cleared 
containers which land up. Citing an instance 
Chennai port handles 45 per cent of the 
import containers through DPD. But at least 
fifty per cent of the customs cleared ones 
which could have moved directly to factories 
lands up at Container freight stations for last 
mile connectivity.

Hence the introduction of DPDs and DPIs 
has not affected the business of container 
freight stations or the Inland container depots. 

But Container freight stations and 
Inland container depots are reorienting and 
reinventing their business models to face any 
eventuality in future. For instance many CFS 
companies have decided to create specific 
areas, where the infrastructure for handling 
customs cleared DPD containers, are created. 
We are also adding more ware-housing and 
storage space within the freight stations. 
There are around forty container freight 
stations in and around Chennai Port.

SS: Logistics is emerging as a major 
industry since manufacturers want to cut 
costs and bring down inventory costs. Since 
the Logistics costs in India are as high as 14 
per cent of the GDP, What needs to be done to 
bring them down to realistic level? This has a 
direct bearing on the competitiveness of our 
Exports.

Mr.S N: The government must take 
up the development of East coast ports to 
bring down the logistics cost. This will help 
to divert the cargo coming from China and 
far-East countries to east coast port rather 
than going all the way to west coast ports 
for onward movement to Central India and 
Northern states. Such a move will down the 
time as well as cost.

Rail connectivity must improve for 
the East Coast ports to reach their 
potential performance

A Container Freight Station
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One of the often deliberated 
issues pertains to the difference 
in the levels of operations 
between the East Coast ports 
and the West Coast ports. 
While the latter reach highest 
performance level, the former 
could claim only to 50 percent 
of their potential capacity. 
Much has been talked about the 
ways and means of improving 
the performance of the East 
Coast ports and all experts say 
that the absence of effective 
connectivity is the villain for the 
east coast ports. And it is also 
pointed out that the government 
itself does not and has not been 
keenly concerned with the 
augmenting the performance 
of the east coast ports. Of 
course, after inordinate delay 
for some reason or other, now 
the Maduravoyal elevated 
corridor seems to have been 
taken out of the shelf for 
implementation. All the same, 
much has to happen before we 
see the project is completed. 
Shri S. Narasimhan also has 
expressed the same view. In 
fact, from another point of 
view also, he has urged the 
government to devote attention 
to the development of the east 
coast ports since it would in the 
final analysis reduce the high 
logistics costs that hurt Indian 
economy.

Gender equality in 
general in all professions and 
particularly in the maritime 
sectors has always been another 
hot potato that keeps coming 
up for discussions. The winds 
have started blowing in favour 

of gender equality with leading 
shipping companies pledging 
themselves to focus and attain 
gender equality in marine fields. 
Apart from being just and fair 
to the efficient women, it also 
helps reduce the gap between 
the demand and supply of 
quality seafarers for the industry 
to survive effectively. Shortage 
of able hands has dogged the 
industry too long a time. The 
traditionally male-dominated 
shipping industry is at cross-
roads and is driven to acquiesce 
in to the induction of female 
seafarers. It is good news that 
major shipping companies like 
Carnival UK, BP Shipping, the 
Port of London Authority, DP

World, Associated British 
Ports and Peel Ports as well 
as trade bodies including 
British Marine, British Ports 
Association, UK Major Ports 
Group, Society of Maritime 
Industries, Maritime London, 
and the UK Chamber of 
Shipping have signed the 
pledge for gender equality.

Another piece of 
internationally good news is 
that Hamburg Sud cuts its CO2 
footprint by 40 percent. It is 
moving in the right direction 
at a correct pace to achieve its 
emissions target. 

Mention must be made of 
the Major ports workers getting 
their much delayed pay hike 
and the Finance Minister’s 
optimistic forecast that India 
will become the fifth largest 
economy if it continues at the 
current pace of growth.

warm regards.

Direct port delivery and direct port entry will 
also end up cutting logistics cost. Implementation 
of projects like providing short road connectivity to 
ports through Sagar Mala scheme will also help in 
cutting costs.

The proposed eight lane Chennai Salem can 
also help in containing logistics cost. Salem which 
can provide excellent connectivity to South Tamil 

Nadu, Southern Karnataka and Southern Andhra 
Pradesh besides Kerala can emerge as Logistics 
hub of Southern India provided net work of roads 
are built to connect the city with  ports in the region 
like Tuticorin, Karaikal , Cochin and Vizhinjam.

Taking advantage of the location advantage of 
the city, a large number of ware housing projects 
have come up in around Salem during the last 
few years. There must be an organized way of 
developing Salem into a Logistics Hub. 

The whole project should not end up merely 
by providing eight lane highway from Salem to 
Chennai. It is not as if that you go and drop your 
boxes (Containers) at Salem. The city should 
be linked with modern highways to provide 
connectivity to Tuticorin, Cochin and Vizhinjam 
ports besides Chennai. The projects should be 
integrated with Sagar Mala Scheme so that there is 
an overall development of the area.

The government should also set up a Multi 
Modal logistics hub near Salem with proper rail 
connectivity. Salem should be developed on Hub- 
Port Model.

The Rail connectivity issue needs ...

With the proposed 8 lane highway 
completed, Salem to provide connectivity 
to Southern states

According to Maritime UK, 
ships move 95% of Britain’s 

international trade with the 
industry supporting about one 
million jobs; but women make 
just only 2% of world’s maritime 
workforce.

 Gender equality demands 
that women have all the same 
legal rights men have. Though it 
is often argued that the western 
societies have achieved gender 
equality, feminists still seem 
engaged in the battle for gender 
equality; the battle, it is said, has 
not been won yet.

 But obviously, gender 

equality has gained ground 
internationally. In the UK 
maritime sector, leading shipping 
players sign the pledge for gender 
equality.

The Women in Maritime 
pledge follows the creation  
of the Maritime UK’s Women  
in Maritime Taskforce which  
was established in January.  
The group aims to increase the 
number of women in maritime 
as well as in senior roles in 
the shipping, ports, services, 
engineering and leisure marine 
industries. To achieve this end, 
the group will bring the sector 
leaders together to identify 
the steps to be taken towards 
reaching their goal.

Leading Maritime Companies 
Sign Gender Equality Pledge

Those that sign the pledge 
will be invited to engage with the 
development of the Women in 
Maritime Charter, which is due 
to be launched in autumn 2018.

The companies that sign the 
pledge must begin with their 
organizations creating positive 
change.

Nusrat Ghani MP, Minister 
for Maritime and Shipping, said: 
“I am delighted to see Maritime 
UK taking action to attract 
more women into our maritime 
industries, and I welcome this 
Taskforce as an important 
first step. There is a fantastic 
wealth and breadth of career 
opportunities in maritime, and 
I am determined to see more 
women accessing these.”

The pledge has been signed 
by major companies including 
Carnival UK, BP Shipping, the 
Port of London Authority, DP 
World, Associated British Ports 
and Peel Ports as well as trade 
bodies including British Marine, 
British Ports Association, UK 
Major Ports Group, Society 
of Maritime Industries, 
Maritime London, and the UK 
Chamber of Shipping. Other 
signatories include the Institute 
of Chartered Shipbrokers, 
Nautilus International, Seafarers 
UK, Solent LEP and Mersey 
Maritime.

In fact, IMO too has 
demonstrated its commitment to 
gender equality by announcing 
the theme for World Maritime 
Day 2019 as ‘Empowering 
Women in the Maritime 
Community’.

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

Leading shipping ‘lights’ pledge gender equality
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