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Last ten years of neglect of Chennai Port has taken a heavy toll: S. Narasimhan 

(Continued from the previous issue)
Sagar Sandesh: An owner of a 

container terminal was quoted recently 
as saying that India needs more cargo and 
better connectivity to the port instead of 
building new ports and terminals. Your 
comments.

Mr.S Narasimhan: what he is 
saying is true. He must have talked about 
containerization of cargo. Most of the 
goods transported in India come under 
the bulk cargo category. Containerization 
of bulk cargo and conversion of bulk 
cargo to containers will bring down the 
transportation costs, bring down the 
wastage of goods and improve their 
quality of goods transported.

More than building a green field port, 
creating connectivity to hinterland from 
the existing ports is very important. That 
is why, it is very important to build more 

Inland Container Depots deep in the 
hinterland rather than container freight 
stations near the ports.

The Shipping Ministry has rightly 
decided that there will no more fresh 
licenses for container freight stations near 
Chennai, Visakhapatnam, Bengaluru, 
Mundra and JNPT ports. It has also made 
it clear that it is open to giving more 
licenses for inland container depots.

The ICDs are themselves Customs 
stations, situated in the hinterland of ports 
and therefore provides better facilities 
to the trade. More ICDs are coming up 
near Bengaluru, Salem, Madurai and 
Coimbatore in Southern India

SS: Krishnapatnam Port has made a 
big success in transshipment of cargo in 
the last few months. The Port was able 
to take away Indian cargo which was 
otherwise moving through Singapore 
ports. Chennai port intends to start 
transshipment business. How do you see 
this trend?

Mr.S N: While Vizhinjam and 
Vallarpadam Ports situated near the 
international shipping lane could emerge 
as transshipment hubs, Chennai and 
Krishnapatnam ports are not meant to do 
transshipment business.

SS: Not long ago Chennai port was 
the only facility for entire Southern 
India, Now three ports in the vicinity are 
competing with Chennai from the same 
hinterland. How does the competition 
from private ports impact the prospect of 
Chennai Port.? Chennai port is already 
feeling the pinch with many main line 
vessels skipping the port. There are some 
Chennai based shipping agents who assert 
that the port might fold up. How do you 
see the future of Chennai Port?

Mr.S N: The neglect of road 
connectivity to Chennai Port by successive 
governments has taken a heavy toll on its 
prospects. The issue was never addressed 
by them. Had the infrastructure like the 
Ennore- Manali Road Improvement 
Program (EMRIP) a six lane high way 
linking Chennai and Ennore ports with 
two lanes exclusively for port bound 
containers, had been taken up ten years 
earlier, Chennai would have been way 
ahead of ports in the West Coast.

Major shipping lines started skipping 
Chennai port once they found delivery of 

cargo from the port took 48 to 72 hours. 
Last ten years of neglect of Chennai Port 
has taken a heavy toll. The entire south 
India is feeling the pinch of getting new 
industries in the absence of a robust port 
like Chennai. If the port was working to 
normal capacity Tamil Nadu would have 
been leading the table in industries in 
the country. Other southern states would 
have also picked up. Primarily the road 
connectivity to the port was neglected. 
This took a heavy toll on the Port.

SS: How is the situation in the Chennai 
Port now?

Mr.S N: Things have improved a 
lot during the last two years. During the 
peak congestion days it took nearly 48 to 
72 hours to clear cargo from the Chennai 
Port. Now the time taken for delivery or 
receipt of cargo has come down to eight 
hours. The Elevated Corridor project to 
Maduravoyal is about to resume in a few 
months. Customers are finding it easy to 
handle containers in Chennai port as the 
delivery time has come down to eight 
hours.

Inland Container Depot
(For illustration only)
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Wednesday, July 25, 2018

Editor speaks...

(To be continued...)

Without an exception 
almost all industry analysts 
have underscored the point 
that Mr.S. Narasimhan, VP, 
Sattva Logistics Pvt Ltd has 
spoken about with regards 
to the decline in the volume 
of business in Chennai port 
compared with any port in the 
West coast.  The absence of 
effective road connectivity to 
the Chennai port has led to the 
fall of the port compared with 
what it was . “The neglect of 
road  connectivity to Chennai 
Port by successive governments 
has taken a heavy toll on its 
prospects. The issue was never 
addressed by them. Had the 
infrastructure like the Ennore- 
Manali Road Improvement 
Program (EMRIP) a six lane 
high way linking Chennai and 
Ennore ports with two lanes 
exclusively for port bound 
containers, had been taken 
up ten years earlier, Chennai 
would have been way ahead of 
ports in the West Coast.” 

Without indulging in blame 
game which is very much 
characteristic of politics, the 
present port chairman has 
started taking right initiatives 
to bring back the glory of 
the port. Efficiency does not 
labour much on what has not 
been done but on what has to 
be done. And it is being done.

The way the GST Council 
responds to the difficulties 
of the trade as a whole has 
unambiguously demonstrated 
its concern for the welfare 
of the exporters and 

importers. And we are given 
to understand from reliable 
sources that the five slabs are 
likely to be reduced to three 
once the revenue generation is 
stabilized. Good things come to 
those who wait, goes a saying. 
Here, both those who give 
and who get are active in their 
respective areas of operations. 
More and more products 
continue to come under lesser 
tax slab reflecting the entire 
process is taking a realistic 
approach to the problem.

Of course, the thorn in the 
flesh is the oils, petrol and 
diesel. 

The authorities in power 
must focus many things indeed; 
but now the most important 
thing is creating employment 
opportunities. The success 
of a government depends on 
the number of opportunities 
it creates to the number of 
people. The keen concern for 
this onerous responsibility 
is felt by all those in the top 
and the Vice President Shri 
Venkaiah Naidu’s  inaugural 
address at the celebrations 
of the New India Assurance 
Company Limited drives home 
the point that the men in power 
do focus on employment-
creation; it is evident the way 
the Vice President takes the 
opportunity he got to urge the 
insurance companies to help 
the Nation in creating job 
opportunities.

Wishing you an interesting 
and informative reading, and 
with warm regards.

Chennai Port will soon emerge as Ultra 
Modern Container Port. The present Port Chairman 
Raveendran, who belongs to the Railway Service is 
taking measures to improve the Rail connectivity 
to the port.

The implementation of Visakhapatnam Chennai 
Industrial Corridor, which is now at the final stages 
of project structuring, will play a major role in 
development of industries in the East coast Cargo 
feeding for the ports will not be a problem any 
longer.

The proposal to extend the Corridor from 
Chennai to Kanyakumari, however has not made 
much progress so far.

Last ten years of neglect of Chennai ... From Page -1

File photo of the Chennai Port to Maduravoyal 
Elevated Four-Lane Corridor Project

GST Council meet: Sanitary napkins exempted, 
tax returns simplified, and other highlights

The GST Council which met 
on 21 July 2018 for the 

28th time to discuss and decide 
necessary changes in the new 
indirect tax regime, exempted 
sanitary napkins from GST Delhi 
finance minister Manish Sisodia 
told the press.

This exemption is a proactive 
response to criticism for its  
earlier 12% tax on sanitary 
napkins.

 The tax on bamboo also 
has been slashed to 12%, media 
report notes.

It is also said that a new 

simplified filing system will also 
be brought it so as to enable 
businesses easy compliance.

As it is, the GST collection 
had hit Rs 1 trillion-mark in 
April, followed by Rs 94,016 
crore in May and Rs 95,610 crore 
in June. 

The move of the council is 
seen as an effective initiative in 

the direction of simplifying the 
return filing process. In fact, this 
simplification process, industry 
chamber CII has observed, will 
increase the compliance rate and 
add to revenue buoyancy.

Going forward, Bihar Deputy 
Chief Minister Sushil Kumar 
Modi has said that the GST slabs 
can be reduced to three from five 
at present in coming days for the 
convenience of consumers and 
businesses.

Another crucial issue on the 
agenda, it is said, was the issue 
of sugar cess. Group of Ministers 
(GoM), it is reported, is not 
in favour since it would prove 
detrimental to some states.

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

Responding to an alert from 
the ONGC about a gas leak 

reported onboard the offshore 
ONGC platform S1-6, Indian 
Navy deployed a helicopter to 
take the ONGC technician to fix 
the gas leakage on an unmanned 
ONGC platform at Bombay High 
on Sunday.

 The operation lasted almost 
4-5 hours and the leakage 
was fixed and averted a major 
disaster.

"Since the ONGC field 
helicopters could not undertake 
the mission due to adverse 
weather conditions they asked for 
assistance," said a spokesperson 
of the Indian Navy.

The Indian Navy launched 
a Seaking 42C helicopter to 

transfer the ONGC technical 
team to the platform on 22 so that 
repairs could be undertaken.

"The naval helicopter had 
to undertake this mission in 
challenging circumstances 
including strong and gusting 
winds of over 30 knots. Due to 

the small size of the helipad on 
the imperiled offshore platform, 
the repair team had to be winched 
down from the helicopter. The 
daring mission was carried out 
with skillful precision and helped 
to avert a potentially dangerous 
outcome," said the official.

Indian Navy helps ONGC in stopping 
offshore gas leak at Bombay High
NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

Risky repairs: An ONGC technician is lowered onto the platform.
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