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Krishnapatnam port has all the advantages 
of being a private port: Mr. J David Raja

(Interview Continued)
Sagar Sandesh: Tuticorin port has a 

single Railway line at present connecting 
it to the nearest commercial city Madurai. 
With ambitious plans to develop the port as 
the transshipment hub, what are the plans to 
improve Connectivity so that Evacuation of 
cargo will not be problem? 

Mr. J David Raja: Considering the 
connectivity problem of the VOC port 
Tuticorin, the Container Corporation of 
India (CONCOR) has proposed to introduce 
Container Rack Scheme connecting the Port 
with Irugur (a suburb of Coimbatore) as 
well as White field (Near Bengaluru) where 
CONCOR maintains huge stockyards. This 
will be a weekly service and depending on 
the volumes generated at Tuticorin port, the 
frequency of the service will be increased.

With the introduction of the services to 
the two major industrial clusters of Southern 
India, Coimbatore and Bengaluru, volume at 
the port is expected to increase rapidly and 

therefore several mainline 
vessels will reverse their 
earlier decisions and 
start calling at VOC Port 

at regular intervals. The 
CONCOR service will act as a 

catalyst for mainline vessels to revive 
their calls to the Port.

As for doubling of railway tracks 
from Madurai to Tuticorin, the port 
administration is regularly in touch 

with the Rail Vikas Nigam which is 
implementing the project. As per the 
feed-back received from the RVNL, 
the 170 kilometer railway track 
doubling project with electrification 
between Madurai and Tuticorin  

will be implemented during the current 
financial year. During the second phase 
the doubling of the railway track between 
Maniyachi and Kanyakumari will be taken 
up. With the implementation of the double 
track between Madurai and Tuticorin, rail 
connectivity from the Port is expected to 
improve.

As for the 153 kilometer new railway 
line between Tuticorin and Madurai via 
Aruppukotai the track laying work has 
been on for the last two years. Since no 
major land acquisition problem is likely 
on this route, the project will be executed 
in the next two years. The proposed new 
railway line from Tuticorin will terminate at 
Tiruparankundram, ten kilometers south of 
Madurai.

Both Commerce Ministry and the 
Tamil Nadu government have announced 
the implementation of Tuticorin Madurai 
Industrial Corridor and extension of 
Visakhapatnam Chennai Industrial corridor 
to connect Tuticorin, Both the central and 
state governments should expedite the 
implementation of this Corridor which will 
make a huge impact on reducing Logistics 
cost for the goods handled at VOCT Port. 
Both the state and the central governments 
should also take into account the availability 
of plenty of skilled labor in the vicinity of the 
Port to make the corridor a success. 

The governments should take immediate 
steps to identify industrial nodes where 
planned industrial growth could take place in 
the proposed Corridor. A few years ago, Tamil 
Nadu government officials held preliminary 
discussions with the Port authorities on 
identifying the nodes but no progress has 
made in the identification of the nodes. If 
the Corridor project is expedited the exports 

of the country will become competitive 
and could match the costs of exports from 
Vietnam and Bangladesh, especially the 
textiles.

SS: Container terminals have been in 
Operation at the VOC Port Tuticorin for 
nearly twenty years. The Krishnapatnam 
port which came into existence ten years ago  
has handled five lakh TEUS annually mostly 
by way of transshipment. How do you  
plan to replicate the Krishnapatnam model 
though the VOC port has the additional 
advantage of being close to international 
shipping lanes?

Mr. J DR: Krishnapatnam port has all 
the advantages of being a private port. The 
growth of the port in the last few years 
has become visible because of the timely 
implementation of Port Infrastructure and 
their periodic Upgradation. The Port has 
seventeen meters draft at the berth besides 
excellent connectivity both road and rail for 
the speedy evacuation of cargo.

In comparison, the VOC port has been 
identified as a potential Port for growth and 
given a thrust by the Shipping ministry by 
sanctioning the massive outer harbor project. 
The first union budget presented to the Lok 
Sabha by finance minister Arun Jaitley 
provided funds for the implementation of 
Outer harbor project at a cost of Rs 12,000 
crores. Unfortunately the thrust given by the 
Union Government in the budget has not 
been translated into action for the past five 
years.

VOC port Tuticorin which was set up 
way back in 1967 is handling seven lakh teus 
whereas the Krishnapatnam port that came 
into being hardly ten years ago has a turn-
over of five lakh teus.

Location wise the Krishnapatnam port 
may be close to the ports in the Far East, 
the VOC Port has the distinct advantage of 
proximity to East West trade route catering 
to the requirements of both South East Asia 
and the Continent.

SS: With India’s trade with United States 
and the European Union having reached 
a saturation point, the future holds good  
for trade with Africa and South East Asia 
besides China, Japan and South Korea, 
Tuticorin and Colombo ports besides 
Vallarpadem and Vizhinjam ports are 
ideally located to reap the benefits of the 
possible increase in India’s trade. Colombo 
has already geared up for the situation. The 
East Coast ports are still lagging behind in 
infrastructure. How do you visualize the 
situation in the next ten years?

Mr. J David Raja

As per the feed-back received from the 
RVNL, the 170 kilometer railway track 
doubling project with electrification 
between Madurai and Tuticorin will 
be implemented during the current 
financial year Turn to Page - 2
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Wednesday, May 29, 2019

Editor speaks...
The rapid growth of 

Krishnapatnam port has been 
attributed by Mr David Raja 
to the upgrade infrastructure 
and effective connectivity. 
What is necessary and 
unavoidable for the growth 
of the port had been added 
with no much loss of time 
because, as Mr David 
Raja says, the port has all 
the advantages of being a 
private port. It is common 
knowledge and experience of 
almost all the industries that 
private concerns manifest 
better commitment towards 
performance. Potentials ma 
y be identified but they must 
be translated into performing 
entities in time; otherwise, 
identification remains 
theoretical, far away from 
the practical standpoint.

Positioning in the market 
is a very strategic feature 
that ensures business; and 
to stay in the right position 
in the market, identifying 
the simple and subtle 
needs of the customers 
must be a continuous task. 
CMA CGM’s Traxens 
solutions contain all that 
the stakeholders need such 
as, for example, containers 
position at sea and on land. 
Any initiative that frees the 
authorities from anxiety of 
any kind will prove a most 
welcome one.

It is really a historic 

moment for British Airways 
when the Queen visits them. 
The Royal visit must have 
inspired all of the British 
Airways with overwhelming 
gratefulness to the Queen for 
Her Majesty’s noble gesture. 

It is a long pending 
demand from the industry 
that petrol, diesel, crude etc, 
must be brought under GST. 
The industry also points out 
that they do not have input 
tax credit as the other sectors 
do. It ends in loss to the 
extent to the industry. 

Much has been talked 
about the trade war between 
US and China and it seems 
it will not end soon. Analysts 
keep telling that the trade 
war will put a hurdle on the 
growth of the global trade.

It is welcome information 
that GSL has distributed 
Medical benefits to its 
employees and also to its ex-
employees. In some families, 
medical budget corrodes into 
the financials. 

It is heartening to note that 
Mercy Ships take surgery to 
those who need it but who 
cannot dream of having it in 
their places. Humanity lives 
and it will, no matter to what 
height political wrangle may 
scale up. 

Wishing you an 
interesting and informative 
reading, and with warm 
regards.

Krishnapatnam port has... From Page -1

Mr. J DR: Being close to international shipping 
lanes and having the added advantage of being 
protected all weather port, Tuticorin could emerge 
as both Gateway and Transshipment port for cargo 
landing from both Africa and South East Asia. The 
port basin is not affected by either cyclones and 
Tsunamis.

SS: Will the proposed transshipment terminals 
being put up at Vizhinjam and Colachel besides  
the operational terminal like Vallarpadem near 
Cochin will supplement and complement the  
efforts of VOC port in attracting both transshipment 
cargo as well as main line vessels or they could 
prove to be a competitor posing a threat to VOC 
port?

Mr. J DR: The government concentrated 
on developing Vallarpadem as a transshipment 
terminal but the terminal accumulated large 
quantities of sand during the South West monsoon. 
The terminal has been forced spend large funds on 
both capital and maintenance dredging which gets 
added to the transportation cost. 

VOC portTuticorin is naturally designed port 
which can handle transshipment volumes. The Port 
is already linked to Industrial clusters situated in 
various parts of Central and Western Tamil Nadu 
besides enjoying proximity to the international 
shipping lanes. With the introduction of regular 
container service to both Irugur and Whitefield 
by the Container Corporation of India, it is 
clear that VOC Port will emerge as the leader in 
transshipment.

SS: Unlike other ports in the country Tuticorin 
attracts large volumes of Coastal cargo mostly 

from Gujarat. How do you propose to expand 
the service? The recently started weekly coastal  
service by CONCOR from Kandla Port ends 
with VOC port and does not proceed into the  
Tamil Nadu coast. How do you promote Coastal 
Shipping to cover all the East coast ports of the 
country?

Mr. J DR: With the relaxation of cabotage 
law restrictions imposed on foreign liners from  
handling coastal cargo, a new phase of development 
will take place in coastal shipping in the country. 
Coastal shipping can pool the EXIM cargo  
from Indian ports and get it consolidated in ports  
like Tuticorin from where the cargo will get 
international connectivity to both Europe and the 
Far East. This trend will help the Indian exporters 
save cost on transshipment charges that they are 
paying by routing the cargo through Colombo.  
There will be considerable saving on foreign 
exchange for Indian exporters besides saving on 
time. It is a win-win situation for Indian exporters 
saving on cost as well as time if they shift the 
transshipment operations to Tuticorin from 
Colombo.

Considering the fact that many minor ports 
have sprung up in the East coast from Gangavaram, 
Katupalli Cuddalore and Karaikal, they can pool 
their EXIM cargo and consolidate them at VOC 
port. The volumes in VOC port could increase 
persuading mainline vessels to resume their service 
to VOC port.

(To be continued...)
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