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Mr. J David Raja: President National 
Association of Container Freight 
Stations (Tuticorin Chapter) and 
Convener, Logistics Panel of 
Confederation of Indian Industry.

We have full confidence the diversion of cargo to Cochin Port from 
Coimbatore and Pollachi regions will end soon: Mr. J David Raja

Sagar Sandesh: Non conventional 
energy from wind and solar are picking 
up fast in the country and dependence on 
thermal energy is likely to come down 
drastically in the coming years. Has the 
VOC port, which currently has big chunk 
of coal cargo to feed the nearby thermal 
stations, devised an alternative strategy to 
reduce dependence on coal cargo?

Mr. J David Raja: Tamil Nadu has 
emerged as the leader of wind energy 
generation in the country and is among 
the very few states which have done well 
in generation of solar power. In this 
context the VOC port is likely to lose 
coal cargo in the near future. The 
transshipment terminal is being 
planned to take advantage 
of the port’s geographical 
location to compensate the 
loss of coal cargo to the 
port.

SS: VOC port has minimum rail 
connectivity and nearly eighty per cent of 
the cargo gets evacuated through roads. 
While the Port has a four lane road linking 
it to Dindigul, the road between Dindigul 
and Coimbatore is a primitive two lane 
road. Will the shipping fraternity persuade 
the National High Way Authority of India 
to improve the road infrastructure for the 
Port?

Mr. J DR: The National Highway 
Authority of India is taking steps to 
expand the two lane road from Dindigul 
to Coimbatore to Four Lane. The work is 
in progress. We will persuade the NHAI 
to take up the work to expand the road net 
work from the Port to Coimbatore into an 
Eight Lane Expressway considering the 
fact that the Port’s dominant Hinterland is 
situated around the city in Western Tamil 
Nadu.

SS: Due to the aggressive marketing 
strategy of the Cochin Port, the industry 
in Coimbatore, Pollachi. Erode and Karur 
are shifting their cargo to the Kerala port 

skipping Tuticorin in recent months. 
Whether improvement of road and rail 
infrastructure in Western Tamil Nadu will 
stop the diversion of traffic through VOCT 
port? Will the VOC port administration 
and the shipping fraternity step up the 
marketing efforts in Western Tamil Nadu?

Mr. J DR:The VOC port has the 
potential and the unique advantage to 
r e n d e r value added 
service to Individual clients. 
The port adminis t ra t ion 
h e l d trade meet with 
all the stakeholders in 

Pollachi and  
Coimbatore 

region where the services offered by 
both the port and the shipping fraternity 
including the value added ones was 
explained in detail to the shippers of the 
region.

We have full confidence the diversion 
of cargo to Cochin Port from Coimbatore 
and Pollachi regions will end soon. 
I am confident that the entire cargo 
from Coimbatore and Pollachi regions 
will come back to our port because of 
the services rendered by the shipping 
fraternity. VOC port exports seventy per 
cent of the hosiery consignments from 
Tirupur and 90 per cent of the furnishing 
items from Karur.

With the improvement in infrastructure, 
the dwell time of cargo received from 
Industrial clusters from Pollachi and 
Coimbatore will get reduced to 24 hours 
while it takes three to four days for the 
cargo to get cleared at Cochin Port.

SS: Ports like JNPT have made 
considerable progress in setting up 
industries in the Port premises under the 

government of India’s policy of Port led 
industrial growth. VOC port has also 
offered land to the industries in the port 
premises. What has been the response 
from the Industry? Whether any specific 
proposal for locating industries has been 
received?

Mr. J DR: The Port itself has taken 
steps to allocate its land to the EXIM 
related industries. About 1400 acres of 

port land have been earmarked for the 
purpose. The port has witnessed eight per 
cent growth in trade in recent years. It will 
soon become double digit. The Port has 
been conducting road shows in various 
parts of the country especially in Chennai 
and Mumbai to promote EXIM trade.

(Interview Continued)

Mr. J David Raja
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Editor speaks...
Mr. David Raja strikes a 

convincing optimistic note 
that the diversion of cargo to 
Cochin port from Coimbatore 
and Pollachi regions will soon 
end. The confidence emerges 
from facts like improvement in 
infrastructure and considerable 
reduction in dwell time of  
the cargo to 24 hours from  
three to four days, the time 
taken for the cargo to get 
cleared at Cochin port. The 
enhancement of the bottom 
line forms the basic motive 
of any business engagement. 
Ease of Doing Business sends 
a powerful call to the industry 
since it promises hassle-free 
execution of the commercial 
activities. Competition in  
a way tends to wring out 
the hidden skills of the  
stakeholders and the benefit 
ultimately goes to the 
stakeholders in terms of less 
cost or more revenue.

CMA CGM’s inaugural 
edition of Mov’India augurs 
well for the future of the 
industry. Periodic review of 
the industry and its challenges 
gives a boost to the industry 
which goes on to find newer 
initiatives to life the trade to 
the next level. Innovations do 
emerge when experts from 
the related domains put their 
heads together to chalk out the 
map of action for the industry. 
Insightful comprehensive 
analysis of the present situation 
of the industry is another great 
benefit of such move.

Pulwama and Balakot 

incidents which have written 
some exciting pages in the 
history of India and Pakistan 
led to closure of airspace 
severely affecting Afghanistan 
and Central Asia travellers 
subjecting them to drastic 
schedule revisions and 
escalations of travel cost. 
To show that India means 
well for its neighbors, India 
opened 11 points for Pakistan 
and of course unless Pakistan 
also equally reciprocates the 
opened airspace points could 
not be utilized.

Another very deeply 
exciting history is the return 
of the Modi-led government 
with an unprecedented success 
in the general elections 
of 2019. Now, the new 
Shipping Minister is Mansukh 
Lakshmanbhai Mandaviya. 
He is both Union Minister for 
Shipping and Minister of State 
with independent charge for 
shipping. 

US unrelenting efforts to 
make Iran dissociate itself 
from terrorists association 
appear to have begun yielding 
fruit; a large number of 
countries including India have 
cut down their Iranian crude 
oil import almost to zero. 
India says it has a robust plan 
to get adequate crude oil to 
its refiners. US has extended 
its sanction exemption to 
India’s involvement in the 
development of Chabahar port.

Wishing you an interesting 
and informative reading, and 
with warm regards.

VOC port has been identified as the location 
for developing the pilot coastal employment unit. 
It is envisaged to be a large scale integrated multi 
product industrial zone catering to both domestic 
and export oriented manufacturing units.

The proposed coastal employment unit will 
provide zones for industrial activities, Logistics and 
Marine activities, ware housing and commercial 
activities, Utilities and facility spaces, power and 
water supply systems besides drainage and waste 
management.

SS: What are the traffic figures for the port 
during the last year?

Mr. J DR: The VOC Port Tuticorin handled 
36.58 million tons of cargo during 2017-18. It also 
handled 6.97 lakh Teus Container traffic during 
this period. Container handling accounts for 39 per 
cent of the port’s traffic followed by Thermal coal 
nearly thirty per cent. The other cargo handled at 
the port includes petroleum products and fertilizers. 
Nearly eighty per cent of the cargo of the Port is 
evacuated through roads. Hardly one per cent of the 
cargo moves by rail highlighting the urgent need 
for laying rail network connecting the port. 

As many as 1,482 ships mostly feeder vessels 
called at the port during this period. The port 
provides several environment friendly measures 
including coal yard being sprinkled with water at 
regular intervals using mist fogging machines to 
control pollution. It has also commissioned 500 
KW solar power plant which generates 8.5 lakh 
units.

The port has single window e business for users, 
direct port delivery of containers, RFID based port 
entry management, truck parking terminal.

SS: With the successful implementation of 
Containerized Digital Exchange CODEX at the 
VOCT port, the first port in the country to have 

introduced the system, the IGST refund system has 
been streamlined in the Port? How did this happen?

Mr. J DR: The VOC Port Administration, the 
Customs and the Tuticorin chapter of the National 
Association of Container Freight Stations along 
with Kale Logistics Solutions developed the 
country’s first container Digital Exchange Platform 
called the CODEX essentially to streamline the 
IGST refund system. The Platform automates 
and digitally streamlines the container movement 
inside the port.

The IGST refund was a major issue with the 
exporters after the introduction of Goods and 
Services Tax and with the commissioning of 
CODEX the challenge has been met effectively. 
After the implementation of Codex, the process 
of cross checking Export General Manifest with 
manual records has been eliminated with the 
CODEX digitalized format. This resulted in speedy 
sanction of IGST refunds to the exporters.

CODEX offers a digital platform enabling the 
Ocean trade stakeholders a clear visibility on the 
movement of containers. Through this application 
container movement inside the port can be tracked 
and authenticated at various check points on its 
way to the Port or from the port by means of a 
unique barcode attached to each container and the 
corresponding codex pass.

The bar coded pass helped to track the 
movement of shipment right from the port entry 
to shipment loading point for exports and from 
offloading to exit point in the case of imports. The 
CODEX pass brought about standardization and 
uniformity among various EXIM documents and is 
verified by the Customs.
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SHIPPING “He who loves  practice without theory is like the sailor who boards ship without 
a rudder and compass and never knows where he may cast.”  - Leonardo da Vinci
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CMA CGM, MSC sail on blockchain 
bandwagon with TradeLens

Container carriers CMA CGM 
and MSC Mediterranean 

Shipping Company (MSC) have 
joined blockchain-enabled digital 
shipping platform TradeLens 
(www.tradelens.com). 

TradeLens developed by A.P. 
Moller - Maersk and IBM

The platform, which enables 
participants to connect, share 
information and collaborate 
across the shipping supply chain 
ecosystem, is jointly developed 
by A.P. Moller - Maersk and 
IBM. Apart from promoting 
TradeLens, the companies 
will offer their customers and 
partners complementary services 
on the platform.

TradeLens, a transparent 
record of transactions for 
large networks

TradeLens members get a 
comprehensive view of their 
data and are able to digitally 
collaborate as cargo moves 
around the world. This helps to 
create a transparent, secured, 
immutable record of transactions, 
especially for large networks of 
disparate partners.

It enables permissioned 
parties access to trusted 
data in real time

According to a press release, 
“blockchain establishes a 
shared, immutable record of all 
the transactions that take place 
within a network and enables 
permissioned parties access to 
trusted data in real time.”

Participants derive 
significant value from 
TradeLens

“Digitization is a cornerstone 
of the CMA CGM Group’s 
strategy to provide an end-to-end 

offer tailored to our customers’ 
needs. We believe that TradeLens, 
with its commitment to open 
standards and open governance, 
is a key platform to help usher 
in this digital transformation. 
TradeLens’ network is already 
showing that participants 
from across the supply 
chain ecosystem can derive 
significant value,” said Rajesh 
Krishnamurthy, executive vice 
president, IT & transformations, 
CMA CGM Group.

TradeLens has 100 
participants

TradeLens currently has 
100 participants on its platform. 
It gives real-time ownership 
rights and permissioned access 
to shipping data while also 
committing to ensure privacy 
and confidentiality. “More  
than a hundred participants  
have put their trust in the 
TradeLens network and are 

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

gaining greater transparency and 
simplicity in the movement of 
goods. Together we are advancing 
a shared aim to modernize the 
world’s trading ecosystems,” 
said Bridget van Kralingen, 
senior vice president, global 
industries, clients, platforms & 
blockchain, IBM.

TradeLens with enormous 
potential to push industry to 
digitize

“Digital collaboration is a key 

to the evolution of the container 
shipping industry. The TradeLens 
platform has enormous potential 
to spur the industry to digitize 
the supply chain and build 
collaboration around common 
standards. We think that the 
TradeLens Advisory Board, as 
well as standards bodies such as 
the Digital Container Shipping 
Association, will help accelerate 
that effort,” said André Simha, 
chief digital & information 
officer, MSC.

TradeLens members get a comprehensive view of their data 
and are able to digitally collaborate as cargo moves around 
the world. This helps to create a transparent, secured, 
immutable record of transactions, especially for large 
networks of disparate partners.

A Hungarian court on Saturday 
ordered the arrest of the 

captain of a passenger ship that 
collided with a pleasure boat 
that capsized on the Danube, 
killing South Korean tourists on 
board, although it left open the 
possibility of granting him bail.

Flood waters prevented 
attempts to reach the submerged 
boat on Saturday (1 June), three 
days after it sank in the Hungarian 
capital with 28 people feared 
dead, nearly all of them from 
South Korea.

The Ukrainian captain of the 
cruise ship, who denies having 
broken any rules or committing a 
criminal offence, was taken into 
custody by Hungarian police on 
Thursday.

No formal charges have been 
brought against the 64-year-old, 
identified by Hungarian police 
as C. Yuriy from Odessa, but his 
arrest by a Budapest municipal 
court in effect means he will not 
leave the city while the case is 
pending.

The court ordered his arrest 
for one month with the possibility 
of release on a 15 million forint 
($50,000) bail, prosecution 

deputy spokesman Ferenc Rab 
told Reuters.

It is so far unclear what 
caused the accident, in which the 
440-foot (135-metre) cruise ship 
hit and sank the smaller pleasure 
boat on Wednesday night.

Prosecutors appealed against 
the bail option, Rab said, so the 
captain of the cruise ship will stay 
behind bars until the court rules 
on the appeal in the next weeks.

The captain’s lawyers said 
there was insufficient evidence to 
keep the captain locked up.

“Once he is released on 

bail he will not be able to leave 
the boundaries of Budapest,” 
attorney Gabor Elo said, adding 
there would be an electronic 
tracking device on the captain.

“He still feels distraught 
over the number of victims this 
accident produced and asked us 
to convey his condolences to the 
families of the victims.”

The captain was not at 
fault and there was not enough 
evidence to keep him locked up, 
the lawyer added.

“He committed no 
navigational error,” Elo said. “A 

Police Arrest Cruise Ship Captain after Deadly Collision
NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

He committed no navigational error…A lot of data is missing 
from the procedure here, barring us from declaring who is 
at fault and to what extent. Was it one captain or the other, 
were there external circumstances?: Attorney Gabor Elo

lot of data is missing from the 
procedure here, barring us from 
declaring who is at fault and to 
what extent. Was it one captain 
or the other, were there external 
circumstances?”

A spokesman for Swiss-
based Viking Cruises, which 
owns the larger vessel, said in a 
statement that it was supporting 
and cooperating with accident 
investigators.

“We are deeply saddened by 
the incident and our thoughts and 
prayers go out to those who were 
impacted and as well as to their 
families,” the spokesman said on 
Friday.

“We understand the Captain 
has been charged by the local 
authorities and it would be 
inappropriate for us to comment 
further while the legal process is 
ongoing.”

Interfacing between the 
exporter/importer, Container 
freight station/shipper, the 
forwarder/customs brokers, 
transporter, the terminal 
operator, Customs, Port 
authority was established by 
virtue of the interconnected 
platform offered by CODEX. 
This ensured streamlining 
of operations and greater 
transparency in Port Operations.

To the custodians the 
CODEX ensured secured 
transit of export containers 
from customs stations to the 
Port, enabled monitoring of 
movements of containers by 

custodians,customs and the 
port besides ensuring accuracy 
of data for custodians, customs 
and the vessel operators.

In the case of the Port it 
helped speedy movement of 
containers while crossing the 
green gate and port getting 
the benefit of digital data 
transferred in the process.

In so far as the trade is 
concerned it receives export 
documents immediately after 
the sailing of the vessels to 
facilitate follow up action. 
CODEX is a win-win situation 
for all the agencies operating in 
the Port.

We have full ... From Page -2
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