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 SS: Whether competition from 
nearby private ports or Congestion near 
the entrance of Chennai Port has come 
in the way of progress of the century old 
Chennai Port.? Though the Tamil Nadu 
government has cleared the Chennai Port 
Maduravoyal Elevated Corridor  project 
two years ago, NHAI completing the 
revised DPR a year ago, what is holding 
up  resumption of work in the project?

DR:  For Chennai port to prosper 
once again, it has to stop bleeding. 
The diversion of cargo from the port to 
Kattupalli and Krishnapatnam has to end. 
For this the shipping ministry has to build 
suitable infrastructure projects in the port.

As for resuming work in the Port 
Maduravoyal Elevated Corridor project, I 
am given to understand that the structural 
integrity of the Pillars that will hold the 
corridors is gone because of their idling 
for nearly nine years. (The pillars have 
been languishing for several years since 
the TN government had opposed the 
project on environmental grounds)

If they have to revive the project, the 
fi rst thing they should do is to undertake 
a complete check of existing structures 
including the pillars from the safety 
angle. If the same pillars cannot be used 
and many of them need to be dismantled 
and new pillars erected, the costs will be 
prohibitive.

Secondly there is acute space crunch 
inside the Chennai port. While the 
Kattupalli port has 200 acres of back up 

space, the DP World Container terminal in 
Chennai port has hardly six acres and the 
other one PSA has a slightly bigger land 
parcel-Nine acres. The port cannot expand 
sideways since the Kasimode fi shing 
harbor and the Marina beach may come in 
the way.

The only option for the port to fi nd 
space for its expansion projects is to 
reclaim land from the sea. That is what 
China has done in many of its ports. They 
have done it in Colombo port as well.

The DP World terminal at Chennai port 
is not investing on modern technology 
for cargo handling since they do not get 
adequate returns from the terminal.

Our company’s Container freight 
station situated at Tiruvottiyur is the 
closest to Chennai Port. It takes nearly 
four hours for the container cargo to be 
transported from the CFS to the terminal. 
Considering the proximity to the port, it 
should not take 40 minutes for the transit.

In days when there is congestion in the 
road leading to the port, the transit time 
takes 14 hours. There is always congestion 
once the truck enters the port. Vehicles 
need to queue up inside the port. The 
PSA terminal is relatively more congested 
since it handles more cargo well over its 
capacity.

SS: Chennai port now owns the nearby 
Kamarajar Port, Ennore but both the ports 
compete for the same cargo in the same 
hinterland. Has the  change in ownership 
pattern led to consolidation of business 

for the public sector ports in the light of 
poaching of cargo by nearby private ports?

DR: No one in these ports seems to 
be thinking of consolidation of business. 
Since the Adani took over the operation 
of a container terminal in Kamarajar port 
Ennore nearly two years ago, the group 
had struggled to bring in container vessels. 

Kamarajar port has become a car 
export port for the Nissan and Renault 
group after Hyundai and Kia Motors 
have chosen the Chennai port for their car 
exports.

Kamarajar port is currently handling 

dirty cargo like Coal, Sulfur and some iron 
ore. This will come in the way of doing 
business in the nearby container terminal 
dealing with clean cargo.

According to me, the Adani group may 
give more impetus to the terminal they 
operate at Kamarajar port over their own 
port Katupalli (situated in next compound) 
because of the low royalty they need to pay 
to the port administration. The Kamarajar 
Port also has deeper draft of 18 meters.
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