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The customer prefers one who can take care of all his 
requirements under one roof: Mr S K Pradeak

Mr. Seetharaman Krishnamurthy Pradeak, 
Joint Managing Director, 

K.S.R Freight Forwarders India PVT Limited., Chennai. 

Profile of Seetharaman Krishnamurthy Pradeak 
Joint  Managing Director – K.S.R.Fright Forwarders P Ltd

Mr. S.K. Pradeak – Joint  Managing Director of K.S.R.Freight forwarders P Limited started his career as 
Customer Service Executive in K.S.R.Freight forwarders P Limited in the year 2010 and held various positions 
in the field of logistics. His career GRID is as follows.

Year Company Position Held
2010 KSR Freight Forwarders Pvt Ltd., Customer Service Executive
2011 KSR Freight Forwarders Pvt Ltd., Sr. Customer Service Executive/Imp/Exp
2012 KSR Freight Forwarders Pvt Ltd., Manager Imp/Exp
2014 KSR Freight Forwarders Pvt Ltd.,  Executive Director
2015 KSR Freight Forwarders Pvt Ltd.,  Joint Managing Director

With a humble beginning as anCustomer Service Executivein the year 2010, he gained expertise in various 
avenues of LOGISTICS and after seventeen years of experience.

K.S.R.Group of companies started its operations initially at Chennai in the year 1991 is now a PAN INDIA 
company with its presence at ALL MAJOR GATEWAY PORTS / AIRPORTS .

K.S.R.Group of companies is rendering services in all the folds of LOGISTICS / SUPPLY CHAIN 
MANAGEMENT. Their services includes CHB / Freight forwarding / Warehousing & Distribution / MCC 
Transportation / Vendor management / buying house / Logistics consultancy and so on.

The wings of K.S.R.Group of companies is spread globally and is operating in more than 15 countries with 
strong functional partners rendering seam less Freight forwarding & Cross country logistics operations.

K.S.R.Group of companies have been nominated by some of the major American buyers / labels as freight 
forwarders to handle Exports through air from different locations in India

K.S.R.Group accreditation includes – IATA / FIATA / MTO 

Personal Strenths 
a) Immense knowledge in the field of LOGISTICS  c)  Perfection and dedication to his work
b) Renders Out of box solutions for various logistics requirements d)  Humane qualities

Question Answer Session 
with Mr Seetharaman 
Krishnamurthy Pradeak, 
Joint Managing Director of 
K.S.R Freight Forwarders 
India PVT Limited.

Sagar Sandesh: The origin 
and the profile of your company 
and its performance over the past 
three decades?

Seetharaman Krishnamurthy 
Pradeak: The K.S.R Freight 
Forwarders India PVT Limited 
was formed way back in 1991 
with headquarters in Chennai 
and I have been at the helm of 
affairs of the company for the 
past 12 years.

The company has now a Pan 
India presence. Besides Chennai, 
it has offices in Tuticorin, Tirupur, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad , Cochin, 
Mumbai, Mundra, Kandla , 
Kolkata and Visakhapatnam, 
we recently started an office at 
Ahmedabad.

The Pan India presence 
became essential due to meeting 
the requirements of our 
Overseas Partners who have 
trade enquiries from all over the 
country.  We have staff strength 
of 345 persons.

We have a separate Trucking 
Division which caters to the 
requirements of the trade all over 
the country. Close to 73 trucks 
are plying across the country 
South to North. We handle door 
to door delivery and Pick and 
Pack retail distribution.

Under the pick and pack 
service we provide service to 
Individual customers.  A big 
importer imports the cargo in 
one big lot and we split the 
cargo into three or four parcels 
and have them, delivered to 
various industries. We pick each 
carton from the imported cargo, 
repack it and deliver it to various 
consignees. We have an exclusive 
ware house which takes care of 
Pick and Pack activities.

SHIPPING - 3
Blue Economy - Wave 10 .....

K.S.R Freight Forwarders (Pvt) Ltd are  one of the leading freight forwarders 
and custom house agent based in Chennai having branch at Tuticorin in 
South Tamilnadu, India. Over the last 3 decades K.S.R Freight Forwarders 
(Pvt) Ltd have established as one of the  premier service providers of freight 
forwarding solutions and supply chain management solutions. They  are well 
equipped to handle all emergencies, airport closures, strikes, riots and any other 
disruptions which can hamper business. They have  membership in Federation 
of Freight Forwarders Association in India and specialized in handling 
readymade garments, made ups, home furnishing, carpets and Brass wears.
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The company is in all modules 
of trade besides dealing with 
Logistics. We have a specialized 
Brokerage Division, Divisions 
handling trucks, Air Freight and 
Sea Freight. It plans to expand its 
truck fleet and is getting on to E 
Commerce Business.

We are in talks with small E 
Commerce companies based out 
of China and Hong-Kong. They 
require deliveries to be made 
to retailers all over India. We 
are targeting these e commerce 
companies to provide support to 
last mile delivery to their retailers 
in India.

We do not have plans 
for international presence 
immediately. Talks for having 
one, is however at a preliminary 
stage. We are not focused on 
the international market since 
we have very good tie up with 
overseas partners. It is a long 
term relationship which is going 
strong.

Sagar Sandesh: What is 
the state of the global shipping 
industry? Has it come out of 
the woods from the decade long 
recession? What has been the 
impact of merger of shipping 
companies on the freight market 
and whether consolidation phase 
of the industry is over?

SKP: Shipping industry 
continued to face recession but 
that has not come in the way of 
Indian EXIM trade achieving 
its volumes. On the whole, 
volumes are pretty good. But I 
cannot compare them port wise. 
Chennai and VOC port Tuticorin 
are however not doing well. .

JNPT, Mundra Ports and 

Inland Container Depots around 
Delhi are doing well and handle 
high volumes. The Logistics 
sector in India needs to diversify 
and provide end to end solutions 
to customers.

The industry at present 
has single track operations. 
We have people handling only 
customs brokerage while others 
concentrate on trucking business. 
There are others who have only 
warehouses. The customer 
prefers one who can take care 
of all his requirements under 
one roof. Taking this reality 
into consideration, the industry 
needs to diversify to remain in 
business.

Globally the markets are 
down. Freight rates both air and 
sea have come down drastically. 
Two years ago transporting a kilo 
of air cargo used to cost four US 
dollars but now the rates have 
come down to 2 dollars sixty 
cents.

In the Sea freight section, the 
Liners are offering unrealistically 
low rates for the inbound cargo 
from China. Overall freight 
rates have touched rock bottom.

A number of multinational 
companies who have entered 
the industry of late are offering 
attractive credit to Shippers. It 
is all chaos and freight war is 
on. It all depends on how freight 
forwarders unite and bring in 
sanity to business.

Sagar Sandesh: Nearly 85 
per cent of the cargo moved in 
the country and in particular from 
the Southern Region move by 
road. When will this dependence 
on road for transporting goods 

reduce and cargo move to 
cheaper modes like rail and 
coastal shipping?

SKP: There are two ways of 
looking at this issue. Firstly we 
should understand why the trade 
prefers to move cargo by road. It 
is mainly because they don’t get 
proper connectivity especially 
the last mile when they transport 
through Rail or Coastal Shipping.

Secondly it is faster if you 
move by road and reach the last 
mile without any hitch. We have 
a regular trucking service from 
Chennai to Delhi and back. The 
transit time is hardly 72 hours 
to cover the distance of 2200 
kilometers. If the same cargo 
moves by rail it will take at least 
a week.

With periodic increase in 
diesel prices which adds to the 
cost of road transport, the trade 
wants to switch over to rail and 
coastal shipping. It is for the 
governments to take the initiative 
and promote cheaper modes of 
transport. If road transport has 
to get reduced, steps should be 
taken to promote rail and coastal 
shipping.

The end customer wants 
the last mile delivery as soon 
as possible. Our customers in 
Delhi want the trucking time 
from Chennai to get reduced 
from the present 72 hours. We 
in the road transport industry, 
consider the persistent demand 
from the shippers for reduction 
of transit time, a huge challenge. 
It will be great if the government 
takes the initiative to provide 
rail connectivity to enable faster 
transportation of cargo.

(To be continued...)
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Onion prices fell below 
Rs 30 per kg level at 

Lasalgoan in Maharasthra, 
Asia's largest wholesale 
market for the bulb crop, after 
the government banned export 
and imposed stock limit on 
traders.

The maximum wholesale 
rate of onion at Lasalgoan in 
Nasik district has declined from 
the peak of Rs 51 per kg during 
mid-September, according 
to the data maintained by the 
National Horticulture Research 
and Development Foundation 
(NHRDF).

Lasalgoan mandi sets 
price trend across the 
country

It may be noted that 
Lasalgoan mandi sets price 
trend across the country. Any 
fluctuation in this market 
reflects in other parts of the 
country.

The average wholesale 
price of onion was Rs 26 
per kg on Thursday at the 

Lasalgaon Agriculture Produce 
Market Committee, while the 
maximum rate was Rs 30.20 
per kg and minimum rate 
quoted was Rs 15 per kg.

Onion prices started rising 
in August due to flood-like 
conditions caused by heavy 
rains in major onion producing 
states like Maharashtra and 
Karnataka. Due to the decrease 
in the area under the kharif 
onion crop, its prices were also 
under pressure.

Onion is sensitively a 
political crop

Currently, onions kept 
in Rabi crop warehouses are 
being sold in the markets. The 
fresh kharif crop is expected to 
hit the market from November. 
Onion is sensitively a political 
crop, so the government has 
taken several steps to increase 
its supply in the domestic 
market and curb its rising 
prices in retail markets. 

The retail price of onions 
in all parts of the country 
including the national capital 
had reached 60 to 80 rupees 
per kg.

Onion prices fall below Rs 30/kg 
at Lasalgoan after govt measures

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

Lasalgoan mandi sets price trend across the country. Any 
fluctuation in this market reflects in other parts of the country.


