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S.NATARAJA Chennai Custom House 
Brokers Association

I do not agree with the contention that India does 
not need more ports.: Shri S. Nataraja, CCHBA

(Interview continued)
Sagar Sandesh: How do you see the 

growth potential of Chennai port in the 
light of stiff competition from Katupalli, 
Kamarajar and Krishnapatnam ports? From 
being the only port for South India two 
decades ago, Chennai port has three ports in 
the vicinity scouting for cargo from the same 
hinterland.

S Nataraja: Chennai port authorities 
should eliminate the very thought of 
competition from neighboring ports. 
Industrial activity is bound to grow in this 
region so also the exports and imports. 
There has been a periodical growth in cargo 
volumes of all the ports in the region

Chennai port should concentrate on 
improving the infrastructure, connectivity 
and strengthening its marketing team. 
Due to political reasons an excellent Port 
connectivity project like Maduravoyal 
Elevated Corridor project got indefinitely 
delayed. The project which should have been 
implemented on a war footing is moving 
at snail’s pace. Chennai port authorities, 
National highway authority and the Tamil 
Nadu government should work in tandem 
and get the project executed within a two 
years. The project would provide Oxygen to 
Chennai port.

Fortunately we have a Chairman at the 
Chennai Port who is pro active and is taking 
various initiatives to bring back the lost cargo 
to the port.

SS: Indian ports need more cargo and not 
increase in their numbers said an official of a 
container terminal recently. What is your take 
on his contention?

SN: I do not agree with the contention 
that India does not need more ports. The 
government is creating new ports with a 
vision to serve the EXIM trade for the next 
fifty years. Terminal operators should step up 
their performance.

SS: Indian ports put together handle 75 per 
cent of the containers handled at the Chinese 
port of Shanghai. What is the outlook for the 
Indian Port Industry since the country is seen 
as an emerging market after China?

SN: Shanghai port has geographical 
advantages since it is situated at the gateway 
of Pacific and Indian Oceans. Ninety per cent 
of the cargo handled at the port is through 
transshipment business. We should not see 
Shanghai and Hong Kong ports as our role 
models.

Port Business in Indian ports should be 
conducted in healthy terms for our trade. The 

government is taking active steps to bring 
down the logistics costs and this would go a 
long way in improving the trade volumes.

SS: No new port has taken off in the 
last four years. Colachel port is stuck due to 
fishermen agitations. The new ports planned 
at Maharashtra, West Bengal and Andhra 
Pradesh have not taken off. What needs to 
be done to make Colachel transshipment 
terminal a success unlike the failure of 
Vallarpadam Terminal near Cochin?

SN: The livelihood problems of fishermen 
operating in the area should be taken into 
account before port is set up. You don’t 
deprive livelihood of one lakh fishermen to 
create livelihood and development by setting 
up a port.

SS: Will the completion of the Elevated 
Corridor Project from Chennai Port to 
Maduravoyal, Multimodal Logistics Park 
at Jolarpet and Satellite Port project at 
Puducherry improve the volumes of Chennai 
port ?

SN: Besides increasing the volumes of 
Chennai port, these projects would go a long 
way to Industrialize the state of Tamil Nadu.

Colachel port planned to develop into 
a transshipment hub; delayed due to 
fishermen’s protest

The Customs house has seen a 
transformation in the last two years from 
being an tough enforcement agency to a trade 
facilitator since the implementation o the east 
of doing business by the government of India. 
But the concept of being a trade facilitator 
has not percolated to the lower level of the 
Customs bureaucracy.

High officers like Chief Commissioners 
and their deputies go by the thinking of the 
government and initiate lot of trade friendly 
measures. But this does not get reflected in 
the lower level of bureaucracy at preventive, 
appraising or examining officers. Hence 
trade still continues to face lot of issues at 
the ground level notwithstanding friendly 
attitude of the government.

The trade has sorted out technological 
glitches since the implementation of Goods 
and Service tax last July through periodic 
meetings with the customs officers. The 
EXIM trade in Chennai has listed the issues 
in a note submitted to the Customs house. 
He expressed confidence that all issues 
concerning technology will be sorted out in 
a week or two.

The Customs house brokers are not 
fully equipped to handle digitization of 
cargo handling operations introduced by the 
Custom houses all over the country Regular 
training programs are being conducted in 
collaboration with Federation of Freight 
Forwarders Association the apex body of the 
customs house brokers association.

Nearly seventy per cent of cargo 
continued to be handled by the Container 
Freight stations despite full-fledged operation 
of the Direct Port Delivery at Chennai Port 
last month. (March 2018)  Hence the belief 
that CFS will go out of business with the 
introduction of direct port delivery system 
by the Port is not correct. The CFS will do 
well to create more covered space near their 
premises as value addition ware housing 
service to the trade.

CONCOR and the Railways have to be 
pro active and provide more services to the 
East coast ports which are functioning at  
fifty per cent of their capacity. 

(Brief summary of the Interview of Shri S.Nataraja, CCHBA)
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From Page -1Editor speaks...
In the concluding part of the 

Interview of Shri  S. Nataraja, 
CCHBA, brings out a salient 
point of business competition. 
Asked to comment on the 
statement of an official that 
India needs more cargo 
and not more ports, Shri S. 
Nataraja takes exception to the 
view and observes that India 
needs more ports as well and 
the government is keen on 
building more ports to meet the 
needs of the Exim trade fifty 
years hence. He says terminal 
operators should step up their 
performance; he appears to 
have hit the nail on its head: 
performance. Business is 
competition and to survive 
competition the only effective 
way is efficient performance.  
Again a right observation 
from Shri S. Nataraja is on 
Colachel project. Indeed, it 
has not taken off;  at the same 
time, the livelihood of the 
fishermen must not be affected. 
Again, when the Elevated 
Corridor Project is completed, 
it will increase the business 
prospects of the Chennai port; 
and, more than that, it will 
industrialize the State of Tamil 
Nadu which seems to be most 
strategic necessity for the state 
to improve its performing 
standards.

For the maritime industry, 
the Maersk’s initiative to 
experiment with Light 
Detection and Ranging 
(LiDAR) is timely and 
innovatively improving the 
transit operations. Critical 
information forms the base for 
any right administrative step 

and according to the company, 
the software uses advanced 
sensors to collect a continuous 
stream of information from a 
vessel’s surroundings, identify 
and track potential conflicts, 
and display information in the 
wheelhouse, facilitating safer 
and more efficient maritime 
operations.

Safety and efficiency in 
operations are two of the major 
needs of the maritime industry 
to sail through any market.

 Among all the initiatives 
the most welcome one seems 
to be the initiative taken by 
the Railways: going online for 
recruitment. This step in the 
ultimate analysis has save a 
little forest from being wiped 
out for white sheets. The 
threat of continuous decline 
in rainfalls across the country 
leading to so many day to day 
problems of water availability, 
the serious state of the 
almost depleted underground 
water and so on can be met 
sufficiently successfully if this 
initiative of the Railways is 
followed by all the companies 
and corporate.The urgency of 
tackling water shortage must 
be realized and right actions 
must be taken by all, the 
citizens and the government, 
regional and national.

The other stories are of 
regular routine nature dealing 
with the efforts taken by the 
government to improve the 
respective departments.

Wishing you an interesting 
and informative reading, and 
with warm regards.

I do not agree with the ... 
Neither CONCOR nor 

Railways improve their freight 
services to the east coast ports 
nor would they allow private 
players to operate in the sector. 

They should also rework their 
freight rates in order to compete 
with the road transport which 
corner most of the handling 
operations.

Instead of insisting on return 
cargo to start freight services 
to a town, CONCOR should 
commence promotion services 
to Guntur, Hyderbad, Nagpur, 
Hosur, Tirupur and Coimbatore 
from Chennai port. It should 
also improve its marketing team. 
Solutions are in their hands but 
they must have the inclination to 
implement it.

Mainlines vessels have pulled 
out of East coast port since 
private terminal operators are 
not cooperating in ensuring that 
they stick the scheduled provided 
by them. Number of main line 
vessels calling at east coast ports 
has come down drastically in the 
last ten years. Another reasons 
why they are not coming here 
is the lack of cargo. Shipping 
Corporation of India’s move for 
aggregation of east coast port’s 
cargo at Tuticorin port would go 
a long way to attract mainline 
vessels.

Chennai port will take up 
the ambitious transshipment 
operators shortly as the customs 
are all set to give clearance for 
this project. If this trial operation 

at Chennai port succeeds, it will 
be extended to Tuticorin port as 
well.

Coastal shipping service will 
not successful unless end to end 
solutions to cargo movement are 
found. The trade will like to see 
their cargo reach the destination 
in a timely cost effective manner.

Instead of worrying about 
completion from the neighboring 
ports Chennai port would do well 
to improve the infrastructure, 
connectivity and strengthen its 
marketing team. The Elevated 
corridor project to Madhuravoyal 
project should be taken up on a 
war footing since it provided 
oxygen to the port. The project 
unfortunately is moving at  
snail’s pace.)

PM Modi says Karnataka’s renewable 
energy capacity doubled in 4 years

Ahead of the upcoming 
Karnataka assembly polls, 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday said the state’s 
renewable energy capacity work 
has doubled in the past four 
years. He was interacting with 
party workers in the state through 
the NaMo app to motivate their 
morale.

“In Karnataka, after we 
came to power, Rs 17,000 crore  
was given to the state to  
construct national highways. 
During UPA rule, they did not 
construct even 1,000 kilometers 
of road. But we did more than 
1,500 kilometers of road. People 
talk about climate change 
and global warming. During 
Congress rule, in four years, 
2,000 MW of renewable energy 
was generated. In four years,  
we have doubled the work 
to 7,800 MW. Even solar  
energy, it’ll help the poorest 
of the poor. In Karnataka, the 
government did not tap solar 
energy,” he said.

The PM said the BJP has 
always given precedence to 
development over politics 
and with this focus, the party 
fight elections and runs the 
government. “BJP has given 
precedence to development 
over politics. With this in 
focus, we fight elections, run 
the government. I know earlier 
government used to avoid  
talking about development 
because it is measurable. You 
have to fight lies, manipulation. 
In such times, workers must  
not get frazzled. We have to  

move forward on the issues 
important to us,” the Prime 
Minister said.

He said that the BJP has three 
pronged agenda for Karnataka 
- development, the fast paced 
development and the all-round 
Development as the party as 
given primary importance for 
politics of development.

Continuing his tirade 
against the Congress, the  
Prime Minister alleged the party 
did not focus on development 
during their ongoing tenure 
in the Karnataka. “We know 
other political parties hesitate 
to talk on development because 
development can be quantified. 
This was unacceptable to  
those parties which only 
concentrated on division. We 
govern and also fight elections 
based only on development 
model,” he said.

PM Modi also made it  
very clear during his address 
that there is no policy paralysis 
with the BJP government. 
“Development is not an issue 
for ones who do in caste-based 

politics; they give a lollipop 
of fake promises to particular 
community and then do same 
with another community in 
next elections. If you analyse 
last few elections, you will 
realise how few political parties 
have indulged only in dividing 
societies on religious lines. 
They exploit emotions of some 
community before elections  
and forget them after the 
elections,” he said.

“We walk ahead keeping 
unity in mind. Sabka saath,  
sabka vikas, is the mantra we 
follow. I have seen Karnataka 
has made up its mind on 
development. Now, that people 
have seen that the Congress 
is going to lose; people have  
started talking about a “hung” 
Assembly. They are spreading 
lies there will be no clear 
majority. It is their conspiracy 
to dissuade voters from casting 
their vote,” Prime Minister  
Modi added.

The Prime Minister urged 
every BJP workers to reach 
each and every voter. “I’m also 
a Kannadiga, consider that and 
move forward. I will also work in 
the same spirit. Now our job is to 
reach each and every voter. This 
is my request,” Prime Minister 
Modi said.

As Karnataka is set to go  
to polls, Prime Minister Modi 
will be travelling to Udupi on 
May 1, where he will be visiting 
Shri Krishna Mutt, and will  
later address a massive public 
rally. Karnataka will go to polls on 
May 12 to elect its representatives 
for the 225-member assembly. 
The results will be out on  
May 15.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service
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