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The trade is not affected by 
concentration of too many ports in a given 
area say like Chennai. The only problem 
they may face, is that volumes get shifted 
from one port to another.

The container business in Chennai 
port has been affected by the new ports 
springing up in its vicinity. Maersk 
Shipping line which was operating 
from Chennai port has shifted to nearby 
Kamarajar port. (Ennore)

Hyundai Merchant shipping which 

operates weekly service to far-east from 
Chennai port has shifted to Katupalli port 
recently.

The state of Gujarat has too has many 
ports in close vicinity and most of them 
are doing well. This is because only 
Mundra and Kandla ports are situated in 
close vicinity of fifty kilometers while in 
the case of all other Ports, the distance 
between ports ranged between 300 to 400 
kilometers.
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(Interview Continued)
Sagar Sandesh: Too many ports in 

the country are involved in transshipment 
business in the name of taking away 
volumes from Colombo, Singapore and 
Malaysian ports besides Jebel Ali. Some 
are operational but many of them are in 
the pipeline. Do you twhink the time has 
come for the government to declare one 
port each in the West and East coast as 
hub ports for transshipment and all the 
cargo gets aggregated at the hub port?

AVV: The approach of Individual port 
to enter transshipment business is based 
on their own feasibility study and market 
requirement.

When the Shipping Ministry started 
work in Vallarpadem transshipment 
terminal nearly ten years ago, their 
intended target was to bring in one million 
TEUS initially. The Ministry planned the 
terminal as a transshipment hub.

Initially the terminal was doing hardly 
three lakh TEUs annually due to cabotage 
restrictions on foreign flag vessels. Even 
after the lifting of cabotage restrictions, 
the terminal’s turn-over has not exceeded 
six lakh TEUs per year. The ministry 
has invested nearly Rs 2500 crore on the 
project.

Still majority of the transshipment of 
Indian container cargo takes place only at 
Colombo port. Lower port handling costs 
at Colombo port attracts Liner vessels to 
Colombo.

Market forces should decide how 
many ports in the east and west coast of 
the country should handle transshipment 
business. Any intervention from the 
government will attract negative 
comments from affected interests.

A single Hub for East and West Coast 
also has the potential to deteriorate into 
a Monopoly with its attendant evils. Any 
port that offers an efficient and viable cost 
options to the Main line Operators is bound 
to succeed in attracting transshipment 
cargo.

Sagar Sandesh: What do you think 
of the government’s move to fix distance 
between two ports and alter the limits of 
each port? The proposed Indian Ports Bill 

besides fixing the distance between the two 
ports would also specify the standards and 
the facilities to be created for operating a 
Port. Do you think such moves will help 
to increase volumes in Ports?

AVV: We witnessed similar 
government’s policy announcement with 
regard to Airports in the past but Hindon 
airport recently commissioned near the 
Delhi airport has deviated from this stated 
policy.

The throughput of any port is 
dependent on the hinterland it serves and 
the economic efficiency it offers to its 
customers. The norms for the Ports can be 
bit of a misnomer.

Not all ports in the country are Multi 
Commodity Ports and hence it may be self 
defeating to fix norms for Ports, without 
considering its core business focus of the 
commodities, it seeks to attract.

Business success is totally dictated by 
time and cost efficient offering. Without 
adequate infrastructure, both physical 
and technical, such efficiencies cannot be 
offered by the Ports.

The government of India has woken up to the fact that there 
can be only two types of business, Efficient / inefficient: AVV
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Indian-origin researcher Neeraj Sharma has been 
given the 'Early Career Researcher of the Year' 

award by the Australian government for developing 
next-generation battery systems such as sodium-
ion battery that will leave minimal environmental 
impact.

Thirty-five-year-old Sharma, a professor at 
University of South Wales (UNSW)'s School 
of Chemistry, was handed over the award at the 
Government House in Sydney by New South Wales 
Premier Gladys Berejiklian on Tuesday, the varsity 
said in a statement.

"To develop the next generation of technologies 
we need better performance, at a lower 
environmental cost. My work explores lithium-
ion batteries - found in electronic devices, electric 
vehicles and the grid - as well as next-generation 
battery systems such as sodium-ion batteries. I 
find the study of sodium-ion batteries particularly 
fascinating and we have been developing new 
electrodes for these systems," Sharma said.

The awarded research explores inherently 
safe solid-state batteries

The awarded research explores inherently safe 
solid-state batteries, energy-dense lithium-sulfur 
batteries, dual function solar batteries and methods 
for recycling.

"We can enable and enhance the uptake of 
electric vehicles, ensure batteries are recycled 
leaving minimal environmental impact, and 
transition away from fossil fuels for energy 
generation and transportation. There is significant 
opportunity to shape how we live into the future.

Research really does change the world: 
Sharma

"As researchers we are all working in our niche 
and there is potential, sometimes it is obvious as in 
batteries and at other times it is more subtle - but 
research really does change the world," he said.

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

Hazira Port is close to the 
commercial city of Surat and 
the city’s large industrial base 
supports the port.

Sagar Sandesh: How come 
the world renowned container 
terminals like DP World and PSA 
operating from Chennai port are 
not able to attract more number 
of mainline vessels?

AVV: The PSA terminal in 
Chennai port is doing well and 
its turn-over is around Eight lakh 
containers a year. The DP World 
terminal which was doing 11 lakh 
TEUs a year but its turn-over 
has dropped to six lakhs TEUs 
recently because of the arrival of 
new players like Katupalli and 
Krishnapatnam ports.

DP World lost business 
initially due to congestion and 
evacuation problems in Chennai 
port and Katupalli port took 
advantage of the development.

Sagar Sandesh: Your 
comments on the Major ports 
Authority bill to be introduced in 
Parliament next month. The bill 
proposes to give more Operational 
freedom to the Chairmen of the 
state owned major ports to take 
decisions based on the prevailing 
market conditions and improve 
efficiency.

AVV: The government of 
India has woken up to the 
fact that there can be only two 
types of business,  Efficient/ 

inefficient and not Public sector 
and Private sector. The bill is a 
step in the right direction.

The move will help to improve 
the operational efficiency of the 
major ports. Barring Kolkata, 
New Mangalore all other major 
ports are doing well. Chennai 
port had lost coal and iron ore 
cargo while Marmugoa Port is 
deprived of its main cargo, the 
iron ore.

Sagar Sandesh: Ware 
housing capacity in the country 
is likely to go up to five hundred 
million square feet in the next 
10 years as against 170 million 
square feet at present. What is the 
capacity addition expected in the 
Chennai port area?

AVV: The advent of Goods 
and Service Tax has forced 
drastic re-engineering of the 
supply chain especially the 
distribution process. Ware 
housing decisions are no longer 
dictated by the friendly state 
tax regimes but rather more on 
geographical access and efficient 
connectivity.

Ware housing demand will 
explode in the coming years but 
this will spread across the entire 
country and not necessarily Port 
focused. The Port based ware 
housing shall primarily be only 
transit hubs and not distribution 
centers.

The demand has increased 

recently with the entry of 
domestic and multinational E 
Commerce firms. The problems 
in ware housing projects are the 
delay in acquiring lands, spurt in 
cost of construction and shortage 
of labor.

Sagar Sandesh: What has 
been the impact of  relaxation of 
cabotage laws allowing foreign 
flag vessels to carry domestic 
cargo and whether it has helped 
to improve volumes from East 
Coast ports?

AVV:  The move by the 
government to implement 
relaxation of cabotage laws 
has not been as successful as 
it was expected. The volume 
of domestic cargo carried by 
the foreign flag vessels has not 
increased substantially through 
this measure.

In the light of experience 
gained during the last one 
year when the relaxation was 
announced, the government 
should hold dialogue with the 
Shipping lines and announce 
further relaxation so that it helps 
the trade.

The move has not been a 
resounding success as it was 
expected.

The East Coast Ports are 
poorly served by domestic 
coastal shipping and hence the 
relaxation has only helped only 
the Hub Ports.

(To be continued)
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I find the study of sodium-ion batteries 
particularly fascinating: Sharma, a professor 
at University of South Wales (UNSW)'s School 
of Chemistry

Pirates attacked a Greek oil 
tanker off the coast of Togo 

on Monday, 4 Nov,  and fled 
after taking four crew members 
as hostages, the West African 
nation’s navy and Greek 
authorities said, two days after 
a similar attack in the waters of 
neighboring Benin.

Two Filipinos, one Greek, 
one Georgian missing ; 
one security wounded in 
the attack

Of the missing crew 
members, two are Filipinos, 
one is Greek and one is 
Georgian, the navy said in a 
statement. One security guard 
was also shot and wounded in 
the attack, it said.

“Monday, 4th of November 
2019, around 0300, the tanker 
boat Elka Aristotle was 
attacked around 18 kilometers 
(11 miles) from the port of 
Lome by armed individuals,” 
the statement said.

Greece’s shipping minis-
try closely monitoring the 
issue

The vessel’s manager, 
European Product Carriers Ltd, 
confirmed the early morning 
attack, without providing 
further details. Greece’s 
shipping ministry said it was 
“closely monitoring the issue.”

West Africa’s Gulf of 
Guinea is a high-risk area 
though piracy decreased

While piracy has decreased 
worldwide, West Africa’s Gulf 
of Guinea is a high-risk area for 
abductions and armed robbery, 
according to the International 
Maritime Bureau.

Armed guards were present 
on the Greek boat and tried to 
fight off the attackers, but one 
was wounded, the Togo navy 
said. An investigation has been 
opened.

The attack follows the 
abduction by pirates of nine 
Filipino crew members from 
a Norwegian-flagged boat off 
the coast of Benin on Saturday.

Pirates Kidnap Four Crew from Greek Tanker 
off Togo – Togo Navy 

(MT Elka Aristotle  Photo: MarineTraffic.com/Peter 
Beentjes)
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