
Pages 16

RNI No. TNENG/2012/41759 Wednesday, August 14, 2019 Voyage 8 Wave 28

Threat of 
Indian ports 
becoming 
feeder ...

EXIM - 9
India at the  
forefront in 
Climate Change 
dialogue at ...

Economic 
growth 
means “more 
money in ...

SHIPPING - 4 PORT - 10LOGISTICS - 7
Adani Ports 
keen on 
building 
Port at ...

15 thAug  2019

73
rd

Happy
Independence

Day

The new ports which face no evacuation issues have gained 
at the expense of Chennai and Kamarajar ports: S. Velumani

(Interview Continued)
Sagar Sandesh: While the cargo 

volumes at Chennai port has stabilized 
at around 45 million tons, other ports in 
the vicinity are also doing volumes in 
range of 30 to 45 million tons. The trend 
only means that the new ports have not 
taken away Chennai’s traffic but new 
volumes are being created from the same 
hinterland. While the Container volumes 
handled at Katupalli and Krishnapatnam 
are growing, the volumes of Chennai port 
remains virtually static may be a marginal 
increase in the last few years. How do you 
explain the situation?

S. Velumani: If you study the 
connectivity issues of the three ports, 
what has happened, is that the last mile 
connectivity for Chennai and Kamarajar 
ports is not yet fully established. In fact 
both the ports suffer from transport 
bottlenecks for the past two decades.

Efforts to relieve the problem were 
made through the proposed execution of 
projects like Chennai Port Maduravoyal 
Elevated Corridor, Ennore-Manali Road 
Improvement Program (EMRIP) and 
North Port Access road in respect of 
Kamarajar port.

While EMRIP saw the light of the day 
after ten long years, other two projects 
are yet to take off. EMRIP alone will not 
address the evacuation problems of both 
Chennai and Kamarajar ports since it did 
not provide the last mile connectivity ie 
access to the Port Gates.

The other new ports which are situated 
far away from Chennai city and therefore 
face no evacuation issues have gained at 
the expense of Chennai and Kamarajar 

ports. This is the reality why volumes are 
increasing at the new ports.

But once these infra projects are 
commissioned say in three to four years 
Chennai and Kamarjar port will be better 
placed in terms of cargo aggregation as 
well as evacuation. But in the bargain, 
these port lose their customer base, it will 
be difficult to retrieve them for the simple 
reason that the competing ports Katupalli 
and Krishnapatnam are in the private 
sector.

Sagar Sandesh: The evacuation 
problem for Kamarajar port at present 
appears to be not that serious as Chennai 
port since the port itself is situated away 
from the city and has good rail connectivity 
besides pipelines to carry POL and 
conveyor belts to carry coal to nearby 
thermal stations. But if infra projects like 
North Port Access road are indefinitely 
delayed, then the port may face the same 
problem like Chennai? What is your take 
on the issue?

SV: There is no issue for evacuation of 
bulk cargo like Coal or petroleum products 
or Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) from the 
port since there are conveyor belts to carry 
coal to nearby thermal plants, pipelines 
to carry petroleum products and crude 
besides good rail connectivity from the 
port for other cargo.

But Kamarajar port is becoming a 
multi cargo port handling automobiles 
and containers. In addition, the nearby 
Katupalli also has container terminal. 

The Access road to both the ports is 
common, a narrow two lane road, up to 
five kilometer distance from the Port to 
National Highways five. The road is now 
being developed to four lane high way. I 
do not know whether the project work has 
been completed.

The road needs to be developed as 
an eight lane Expressway from Vallur 
Junction to Kamarajar port gate then on 
to Katupalli port. The early completion 
of North Port Access road assumes 
importance as this will help quick 
evacuation of cargo from both Kamarajar 
and Katupalli ports.

Sagar Sandesh: Coal continues to 
be the main cargo for Kamarajar port 
and infrastructure in the port is largely 
designed for the purpose. But coal 
consumption by thermal plants in North 
Tamil Nadu is coming down over the 
years. Coal handling by the port has come 
to 30 million tons in FY 2017 against 32.2 
million tons in 2016. With the increased 
dependence on cheap and clean non 
conventional energy sources like Wind 
and solar energy by states like Tamil Nadu, 
dependence on power from thermal plants 
is likely to come down. Has the time come 
for Kamarajar port to diversify its cargo 
mix to meet the possible shortfall in coal 
handling by the port?

S. Velumani
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SV: The initial plan of the shipping ministry was 
to develop the port as an Energy port. Coal berths 
were set up to meet the requirements of thermal 
stations run by Tamil Nadu Electricity board.

Initially the port was catering to coal 
requirements of around 2000 MW capacity created 
in the vicinity. Now thermal capacity itself has 
gone up to more than 4500 MW. Two more berths 
were created to meet the demand for coal.

Another berth has also created to handle non 
TNEB coal. Initially the port has catering to the 
requirements of Mettur thermal plant as well. I am 
told that coal handling for Mettur thermal plant 
has since been diverted to Karaikal port. These 
diversions notwithstanding the core demand for 
coal will remain for the port.

But I do not foresee the possibility of existing 
coal berths in the Port being under-utilized.

Sagar Sandesh: The Shipping Ministry 
was planning to set up a Mega size Shipyard of 
international standards at Kamarajar Port way 
back in 2007. But Larsen and Toubro upstaged you 
and took over Katupalli port to run a shipyard as 
well as a commercial port. Can you tell us how the 
Ministry’s project fell through?

SV: The initial plan of the Shipping Ministry 
was not to create one more port at Katupalli but 
to use the infrastructure available near Kamarajar 
port to develop an international standard Ship 
Yard at Katupalli in the public sector under the 
aegis of the port. The Ministry felt that the existing 
infrastructure at Kamarajar port was adequate to set 
up a Mega Shipyard.

The port thereafter started doing the ground 
work for the ship yard project. It called for 
expression of interest and qualified firms were 
shortlisted. Incidentally Larsen and Toubro was one 
of the shortlisted firms. But before the project could 
take off, Tamil Nadu government, which owns the 
adjacent land to Kamarajar Port at Katupalli had a 
different plan.

The state government intended to develop a 
port as well as a shipyard and handed it over to the 
private sector. The ministry therefore has to drop 
the proposal.

Katupalli port has the same infrastructure as a 
major port in terms of size and port infrastructure 
though it is technically described as a Minor port.

(To be continued...)

Bright, innovative and perseverant minds are 
found not just in startups, but they reside in 

India's hinterland as well. One such example is 
thirty-three-year-old Mahesh Karmali, a local 
inhabitant of Uncha Ghana village in Bishnugarh 
near Hazaribagh in Jharkhand, who literally proved 
that survival is the mother of innovations. 

Karmali managed to design a low-cost tractor to 
plough his 12-kattah farmland. And that too from 
the scrap of an old Bajaj Chetak scooter which is 
bought from his friend's garage for Rs 4,251. An 
elementary school drop-out Karmali then named 
his innovation ‘Power Tiller’.

Worked as a mechanic in Bajaj showroom 
about 7 years

"I used to work as a mechanic in Bajaj showroom 
for about seven years and that knowledge helped 
me a lot in developing this tractor. It took me three 
days to design this new machine," Karmali told 
ETAuto. 

Before taking up farming, he was working as 
a mechanic in a Bajaj Auto Showroom at Pune 
in Maharashtra. However, due to some financial 
problems, he quit that job and decided to work on 
farms to help his family. 

His Rs 12,000 tractor ploughs 8,640 sq ft 
at the expense of 2.5 litres of petrol only

Highlighting the efficiency of the tractor, he 
said that he has spent Rs 12,000 on transforming 
the scooter which now ploughs 8,640 sq ft at the 
expense of 2.5 litres of petrol only. Comparatively, 
this is cheaper and more efficient than a conventional 
tractor, he underlined. 

Future plan; heavy-duty plougher for har-
vesting also 

In the pilot stage, one has to walk along with the 
machine while ploughing. But Karmali is planning 

to bring in more bigger and powerful version of 
Power Tiller by next year where he will be able 
to sit on the vehicle. "Just like tractors one will be 
able to ride on it. Additionally, the modified model 
will not only be a heavy-duty plougher, but it will 
also be used for harvesting crops and cutting and 
suppressing of weeds on the frame," he explained. 

Lots of order for his Power Tiller; seeks 
financial support for a workshop

Going forth, Karmali aspires to open an 
engineering workshop to produce other low-cost 
variants of agri-machinery for his fellow farmers. "I 
started receiving lots of orders from my neighbors 
for Power Tiller ever since I started ploughing my 
farm. However, to build such machines in bulk I 
need drilling, cutting and welding tools which 
require a collective investment of Rs 3-4 lakh. 
Currently, I am eagerly looking for some financial 
support which can help me establish a workshop 
where I can design these vehicles," he added. 

A 33-year old Jharkhand farmer creates 
a low-cost tractor from scooter scrap
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20 Gujarat Fishermen feared 
dead in Mid Sea owing to 
rough Monsoon weather

At least 20 fishermen are 
feared dead after their 

boats capsized in the sea off  
Dwarka and Porbandar coasts 
in the rough weather caused  
by the monsoon in North 
Gujarat according to local 
police. 

Their boats are believed 
to have capsized due to heavy 
rain during the weekend and 
the bodies started washing 
ashore at different locations 
since august 12th. 

Six boats from Rupen 
port in Dwarka left for 
fishing flouting the ban

The police said six boats 
from Rupen port in Dwarka 
had left for fishing last week 

flouting the two-month ban 
in the wake of rough weather 
caused by the monsoon. 
Fourteen fishermen managed 
to swim through and reached 
different shores.

Bodies of seven fishermen 
have been found off the 
Porbandar coast. The eighth 
body was found near Rupen 
port on August 13th, the police 
said while 88 fishermen have 
been rescued since August 
10th

The Coast Guard and the 
state marine police teams have 
been looking for the missing 
fishermen.

The state meteorological 
department had issued 
warnings for fishermen asking 
them not to venture into the sea 
over the weekend in the wake 
of forecast of heavy rain.
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