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Shipping lines are in no way connected with the value 
of the cargo says Y. Leeladharan

Mr. Y. LEELADHARAN, Immediate Past 
Chairman of The Chennai & Ennore Ports 
Steamer Agents’ Association (CHENSAA)

EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION: 
MBA (Marketing) from Madras 

University.

LANGUAGES KNOWN: 
Telugu, Tamil, English, Hindi.
He is heading the agency division 

in M/s.James Mackintosh &Co.Pvt.
Ltd., Chennai.  Also looking after the 
agency related matters in Krishnapatnam 
/ Karaikal / Nagapattinam/  Tuticorin / 
Kakinada / Port Blair and at other Ports 
as and when his intervention required.

He  joined shipping in the year 1989 
as an executive with M/s. Imperial 
Shipping Pvt.Ltd., Chennai.  

EXPERIENCE:  
In handling dry / liquid bulk, break-

bulk / Defence vessels / Containers – 
NVOCC/SOC and claims related issues.

He was holding an honorary position 
as Chairman for last 4 years i.e. from 
the FY 2015 to 2019 in one of the 
oldest and prestigious Association in 
India, The Chennai and Ennore Ports 
Steamer Agents’ Association (1956). On 
behalf of CHENSAA, he was actively 
participating in various statutory/Trade 
body meetings regularly and providing 
valuable inputs/best contribution for the 
benefit the members of CHENSAA and 
the Trade at large.

Question Answer Session with Mr Y 
Leeladharan, Immediate Past Chairman 
of The Chennai & Ennore Ports Steamer 
Agents’ Association (CHENSAA)

1. Sagar Sandesh: The Sea Cargo 
Manifest has come into operation in major 
ports from August One. What are the 
problems the EXIM Trade faces following 
its implementation and how do you 
propose to overcome them?

Y Leeladharan: The EXIM trade 
needs to understand the features of the 
new regulations. They should go through 
the regulations and seek clarifications 
from the Customs in time. The major 
concern is the software enhancement that 
the stakeholders have to go through under 
the new procedure.

The new regulation is a welcome move 
and 45 days transition period given to the 

trade by Customs would help them to 
equip and comply with the regulations.

I do not anticipate major issues 
in compliance since the trade and the 
stakeholders have been given sufficient 
time by the Customs Authorities to notify 
all their concerned.

2. SS: There are apprehensions 
among a section of the trade that some 
of the stringent provisions contained in 
the manifest could chase away Mainline 

vessels from calling at Indian ports and 
consequently many of the Indian ports 
would only handle feeder traffic?

Mr. YL: The Mainline - Shipping 
Lines are well aware of the procedures 
which has been followed internationally, 
hence, implementation of new regulation 
in India may not be the reason for 
withdrawing their services. 
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Of course, new regulations 
may have teething issues which 
may be resolved quickly by the 
Customs / concerned.

ON Customs insisting that 
shipping line declare the value 
of the cargo they carried, the 
Shipping lines are in no way 
connected with the value of the 
cargo. Their role is limited to 
charging freight and freight rates 
are not decided on the basis of 
the value of cargo.

We are also requesting 
the customs not to insist on 
incorporating the value of the 
cargo in the bill of lading due to 
legal implications involved.

Under the latest procedure, 
either the Consolidator or 
the Freight Forwarder or the 
Container operator may need 
to register Cargo/other required 
details with Indian Customs prior 
shipment and vessel operators 
should only carry the cargoes 
which have been registered and 
furnish the details in advance.

We have also requested the 
customs authorities to consider 
and permit actual Importers 
and Exporters to register in 
addition to freight forwarders, 
consolidators, NVOCC, COA 
and hold them responsible in the 
event of any deviation in their 
declaration.

On the insistence of 
mentioning HS code in the B/L, 
it would be the discretion of the 
Customs and let the Importers/
Exporters take a call in this 
regard.

With all the new procedures 
in place, I am of the opinion that 
the Container terminals may need 
to extend free time to the trade 
for complying the procedures. 
The free time permitted in the 
terminals range from five to 
fifteen days.

3. SS: A section in the industry 
are of the view that the manifest 
is modeled on the American 
system of cargo handling at ports 
with tackling counter terrorist 
as the main component. Do you 
think such a model will fit into 
Indian system of cargo handling 
and whether its implementation 
will come in the way of Ease of 
doing business in ports?

Mr. YL: The new regulations 
will fit into the Indian system 
besides helping the EXIM 
trade in ease of doing business 
at ports. There will be more 
accountability and transparency 
in transactions once the SCMT 
regulation comes into force.

Whatever the cargo shipped 
needs advance registration with 
the Customs and this element 
brings in transparency. Whoever 

registers the cargo with the 
customs becomes accountable 
and liable.

The trade bodies have 
impressed on the customs that 
actual shippers and receivers 
to be made responsible for 
the registration procedure to 
comply with customs instead 
of making freight forwarders, 
Consolidators, Container 
operating agents and Non vessel 
owningcommon carriers to do 
the job.

Under the model 
implemented in US Ports either 
the consolidator or the freight 
forwarder or the shipping lines 
are permitted to register the 
cargo/other details.

The moment these 
agencies go for the registration 
process, the US mode has an 
independent system that checks 
the authenticity of the buyer. 
If everything matches, the US 
Customs grants permission to 
ship the cargo.

A Similar system need to 
be established in India in event 
of customs not permitting the 
importer or exporter to register 
the cargo directly.
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The government has 
announced the merger of 

ten public sector banks into four 
banks. They are
1)  Punjab National Bank + 

Oriental Bank of India + 
United Bank of India

2) Canara Bank + Syndicate 
Bank

3) Union Bank + Andhra Bank 
+ Corporation Bank 

4) Indian Bank + Allahabad 
Bank 

12 PSBs
India will now have 12 

public sector banks—India 
will now have 12 public sector 
banks—Punjab National Bank, 
Canara Bank, Union Bank of 
India, Indian Bank, State Bank 
of India, Bank of Baroda,  
Bank of India, Central Bank 
of India, Indian Overseas 
Bank, UCO Bank, Bank of 
Maharashtra, and Punjab and 
Sind Bank.

Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said that 
government wants a strong 

financial system to make the 
country a five trillion economy. 

Profitability of PSBs 
improved

The Finance Minister said, 
after the merger of banks, the 
country will now have 12 public 
sector banks instead of 27. She 
said, the profitability of public 
sector banks has improved and 
total gross non-performing 
assets have come down to  7.9 
lakh crore rupees in March this 
year from 8.65 lakh crore rupees 
in December last year. 

No retrenchment taken 
place post-merger 

She also clarified that no 
retrenchment has taken place 
post-merger of Bank of Baroda, 
Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank 
and staff has been redeployed 
and best practices in each bank 
have been replicated in others.

Boards to have autonomy
Ms Sitharaman also 

unveiled governance reforms in 
public sector banks, saying their 
boards will be given autonomy 

and enabled to do succession 
planning. 

The Finance Minister said, 
the government is trying to 
build next-generation banks and 
eight PSBs have launched repo-
linked loans in last one week.

No interference in the 
bank’s commercial 
decisions; 250+ cr loan 
monitored

 Ms Sitharaman said, there 
will be no interference in the 
bank’s commercial decisions. 
She said, loans above 250 
crore rupees are being closely 
monitored.

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service

Govt announces mega merger of public 
sector banks; 27 PSBs to become 12 now

Govt wants a strong 
financial system to make 
the country a five trillion 
economy says FM Nirmala 
Sitharaman

Bharat Heavy Electricals 
(BHEL), the country’s 

largest power equipment 
manufacturer, on Friday ,30 
August, said it is setting up a 
network of solar-based electric 
vehicle chargers (SEVC) on the 
Delhi-Chandigarh highway.

The five charging stations 
are located at Haryana 
Tourism Corporation's resorts 
at Ambala, Kurukshetra, 
Karnal, Panipat, and Samalkha 
(Sonepat) on the Delhi-
Chandigarh highway.

“Each SEVC station will be 
equipped with a rooftop solar 

power plant to supply green 
energy and EV chargers,” 
BHEL said in its press release. 

Setting up of EV chargers 
done at regular intervals 
in 250 km stretch bet 
Delhi and Chandigarh

The setting up of EV 
chargers has been done at 
regular intervals over the entire 
250-kilometer stretch between 
Delhi and Chandigarh. 

The project is covered 
under the Faster Adoption and 
Manufacturing of (Hybrid) 
& Electric Vehicles in India 
scheme of the Department of 
Heavy Industry.

BHEL setting up five solar - 
based EV charging stations 
on Delhi-Chandigarh highway

As part of the project, BHEL has also developed a central 
monitoring system for EV chargers with a user-friendly 
mobile application.

NEW DELHI
Sagar Sandesh News Service
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