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(Interview Continued)
6. Sagar Sandesh: Container volumes 

in Katupalli port and transshipment 
volumes in Krishnapatnam port have 
increased rapidly during the last two years, 
while the volumes for both set of cargoes 
remained almost static in Chennai port. 
Can you explain the trend?

Mr. YL: As explained before, handling 
of volumes/Shipping Lines services 
depends on the infrastructure/Road & Rail 
connectivity at the Ports/terminals.

With regard to transshipment 
volumes, Chennai Customs have recently 
granted manual permission to the trade 
as followed in Krishnapatnam Port 
until Icegate system equip to have EDI 
compliance. There is no immediate 
impact on the transshipment volumes 
handled at the Chennai port following 
the systemic change. Transshipment of 
import volumes have however picked up 
in the port during the last three months. 
For increase in volumes in the export 
front, more mainline vessels need to call 
at the port and informatively, the Chennai 
port authorities are working on it. Very 
soon export transshipmentcontainers from 
Chennai port expected to commence.

Transshipment volumes have also 
increased at Katupalli port. Transshipment 
volumes are an added advantage to 
Krishnapatnam port.

Volumes from the four ports drawing 
cargo from the same hinterland have 
definitely increased. But the increase is 
shared by the four terminals.

7. Sagar Sandesh: Work on the 
Detailed Project Report for the Chennai 
Port-Maduravoyal Elevated Corridor was 
completed almost a year ago. Work on the 
all important project for Chennai port was 
scheduled to resume during the beginning 
of 2019. Eight months have passed and 
there is no trace of work resuming in the 
project. Once the project is completed 
should the traffic in the corridor be 
confined to Port volumes?

Mr. YL: Understand Chennai port 
authorities are taking steps for early 
resumption of the project and when 

completed with full swing in the next 
two to three years will ensure seamless 
movement of containers. The project will 
address the existing and future challenges 
for evacuation of cargo from the port.

Traffic in the Corridor, once it is 
commissioned should be confined to 
movement of cargo from the port. If the 
civilian traffic is allowed in the corridor 
it will get choked in no time. The very 
purpose of the project will get defeated.

8. Sagar Sandesh: Tamil Nadu 
government is taking its own time to 
implement the North Port Access Road 
to provide connectivity to Kamarajar 
port Ennore and Kattupalli. The project 
is meant to address to evacuation issues 
of both the ports, was conceived nearly 
ten years ago. With the state government 
taking its own time to implement the 
project, do you think the Kamarajar and 
Katupalli ports will face the same problem 
of congestion like Chennai Port?
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The trade will switch over to any port which offers good 
facility for quick movement of cargo: Y. Leeladharan

Mr. Y. LEELADHARAN, 
Immediate Past Chairman of The 
Chennai & Ennore Ports Steamer 
Agents’ Association (CHENSAA)

Mr. YL:  Understand land acquisition 
work for laying the four lane road from 
Kamarajar port gate to Thatchur, a distance 
of about twenty kilometers was completed 
by the state government recently. The 
state government’s road development 
corporation may commence the work 
on laying the highway shortly and the 
project is expected to be completed in 
two to three years. The proposed road will 
provide connectivity from the port gates 
to National High way leading to Kolkata.

The state government is also planning 
to lay the Second Outer Ring road from 
Minjur to Mahabalipuram connecting 
auto hubs of Ambattur, Orgadam and 
Singaperumal Koil enroute. The north port 
access road will provide connectivity to 
southern parts of Tamil Nadu as well once 
this second outer ring is commissioned.

9. Sagar Sandesh: Is competition from 
neighboring private ports or connectivity, 
a major issue for public sector ports like 
Chennai and Kamarajar ports?

Mr. YL: For the trade the delivery 
of cargo is time bound. The trade will 
switch over to any port which offers good 
facility for quick movement of cargo. To 
ensure the trade remained with them, the 
ports should have adequate rail and road 
connectivity.

Competition among the ports in the 
Chennai region is based on connectivity. 
The private ports that have sprung up are 
away from the city and therefore face no 
congestion issues while public sector port 
like Chennai is situated in the heart of the 
Chennai Metropolis.

10. Sagar Sandesh: The Kamarajar 
port in Ennore has become a subsidiary 
of Chennai port when it offloaded equity 
to the neighboring public sector port 
recently. Will this move help Kamarajar 
port especially when both the ports have 
different management models and work 
culture?

Mr. YL: In my opinion, the merger 
of Chennai and Kamarajar port may not 
have major impact on volumes of both 
the ports. Chennai port has 24 berths 
and Kamarajar Port has limited number 
of berths, however, the drop in volumes 

at Chennai Port is due to restriction to 
handle coal and Iron ore.

With the availability of modern 
technology and subject to extending the 
facility by Chennai Port, State Government 
may consider and grant permission to 
handle Coal & Iron Ore in Chennai Port.  
This will bring the charm again to the 
Chennai trade and help many companies 
to re-establish / help the unemployed who 
lost their job earlier.

In so far as the trade is now concerned, 
it will not lead to major changes in 
handling of cargo. Understand the tariff in 
Chennai port is higher since it has a large 
work force to maintain. 

11. Sagar Sandesh: Over the years the 
Mainline vessels have chosen to skip East 
coast ports and move straight to JNPT or 
Mundra port in the west coast to discharge 
or load cargo meant for any part of India. 
The VOC Port has virtually become a 
feeder port while others in the east coast 
are slowly following suit. The container 
terminals in the east coast are working 
to 50 per cent of their capacity while the 
ones in the west coast are over worked. 
The industry says this was because the 
west coast ports enjoy world class rail 
connectivity to consuming centers in 
Northern and Central India. Do you think 
east coast ports also need world class rail 
connectivity or the volumes here do not 
warrant creating the rail infra?

Mr. YL: As mentioned earlier, 
adequate facilities/feasible handling cost 
in the Ports/terminals will always help 
to handle more volumes.  Taking this as 
an opportunity, request all the officials 
concerned to expedite implementation 
of projects which are pending for quiet 
long / extend the facilities to all the Ports/
terminals in Chennai to handle good 
volumes.

Ports/terminals in Chennai may be 
declared as Transshipment Hub in order 
to get over the problem, under utilization 
of capacity.

(To be continued...)
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